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THEMES  FOR  THE  PRESS. 

Mr.  Editor  : My  dear  sir,  permit  a regular  reader  of  the  Banner 
to  suggest  a few  themes  we  would  like  to  see  discussed  through  its 
pages.  A call  has  recently  been  made  on  the  Ministry  of  our 
Church  to  write  for  it,  and  we  do  hope  they  will  respond  to  the 
call,  and  place  it  in  a high  position,  on  the  broad  and  busy  platform 
of  the  periodical  press.  It  is  true  our  own  Church  should  have  the 
first  and  strongest  claims  on  its  pages:  her  Missionary  enterprise, 
her  Sustentation  Fund,  her  Theological  Seminary,  and  her  dis- 
tinctive principles,  particularly  the  Messiah’s  Headship  over  the 
nations,  should  always,  as  they  ever  have,  stand  forth  prominent 
among  its  reading  matter;  but  as  she  has  recently  been  represented 
in  the  Paris  Conference,  and  we  doubt  not,  from  the  character  of 
her  deputation,  has  made  an  impression  abroad,  and  we  rejoice  she 
has  taken  her  stand  on  the  broad  principles  of  the  Evangelical 
Alliance,  we  should,  therefore,  take  a wider  range  than  her  bound- 
aries. As  members  of  the  Church  universal,  our  sympathies  should 
embrace  the  whole  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  battle  in  the  cause  of 
our  common  Christianity.  Now  that  the  enemies  of  God  and  truth 
combine  their  forces  throughout  Christendom  (in  the  language  of 
another  periodical),  let  the  allies  of  truth  unite,  not  on  the  ruins  of 
conscience,  but  the  honorable  platform  of  a divine  charity  ; let  the 
press,  sanctified  in  the  service  of  the  Cross,  pour  its  sheets  of  living 
truth  upon  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Truth  is  power,  invincible 
and  all-conquering.  Let  the  truth  be  bathed  in  love  and  wielded 
by  the  Spirit,  and  it  will  put  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  wicked 
one.  And  now,  as  infidelity  may  be<found  almost  in  every  depart- 
ment of  human  learning,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  watchmen  on 
Zion’s  walls  to  sound  the  note  of  alarm,  awaken  the  Church  to  her 
danger,  and  drag  it  to  the  light  of  day ; and  on  the  wings  of  the 
press  follow  it  through  all  the  circles  of  the  sciences,  and  through 
all  the  fields  of  literature,  availing  themselves  of  the  aid  they  enjoy 
now,  over  that  of  the  fathers  of  the  Church,  when  the  pulpit  stood 
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alone  in  its  influence  for  good.  We«see  no  reason  why  among  the 
Ministry  of  our  Church  (some  of  them  possessing  profound  learning 
and  gifted  minds),  should  not  be  found  many  capable  of  dealing 
with  every  subject,  in  its  most  subtle  form  ; and  we  do  hope  that,  in 
addition  to  the  many  excellent  articles  of  a practical  and  denomina- 
tional character  which  appear  in  the  Banner,  there  will  be  at  least 
some  papers  on  Geology.  This  science  is  but  very  imperfectly  un- 
derstood by  the  majority  of  people ; and  although  we  confess  the 
knowledge  of  Jesus  is  the  most  excellent  of  the  sciences,  still,  as 
some  good  and  well-meaning  Christians  may  feel  alarmed  at  its 
discoveries,  and  others  may  be  found  who  will  not  admit  them  as 
facts,  we  think  with  Chalmers,  it  is  unmanly  to  blink  the  approach 
of  light,  from  whatever  quarter  of  observation  it  may  fall  upon  us  ; 
and  those  are  not  the  best  friends  of  Christianity  who  feel  either 
dislike  or  alarm  when  the  torch  of  science  or  the  torch  of  history 
is  held  up  to  the  Bible.  There  is  many  an  infldel  geologist  who 
studies  it  for  the  purpose  of  finding,  as  they  imagine,  any  discre- 
pancy between  the  volume  of  nature  and  that  of  revelation.  How 
true  the  poet’s  satire, — 

“ Some  drill  and  bore  the  solid  earth,  and  thence 
Extract  a register,  by  which  we  learn 
That  He  who  made  it  and  revealed  its  date 
To  Moses,  was  mistaken  in  its  age.” 

And  there  are  many  who  would  exult  if  they  thought  the  Mosaic 
account  of  Creation  could  be  invalidated.  Let  some  of  our  Ministry, 
then,  take  up  this  subject,  and  show  how  groundless  the  fear  that 
there  would  be  any  disagreement  between  the  witness  in  the  work 
and  the  testimony  of  the  word.  Another  theme  we  would  like  to 
see  taken  up  in  the  Banner,  the  evils  of  light  literature:  there  is 
great  danger  of  the  youth  of  the  Church  being  drawn  away  and  lost 
to  her  by  the  seductive  pages  of  such  works.  It  has  been  truly  said 
by  Foster,  that  the  good  man,  the  man  of  virtue,  who  is  necessarily 
presented  to  view  in  the  volumes  of  these  writers,  is  not  a Christian; 
his  character  could  have  been  formed  though  the  Christian  revelation 
had  never  been  opened  on  earth,  or  though  all  the  copies  of  the  New 
Testament  had  perished  ages  since.  Such  works  are  read,  and  from 
their  fascinating  style  and  the  engaging  form  in  which  they  convey 
their  sentiments,  they  are  calculated  to  do  much  mischief ; but,  as 
McCrea  has  said,  when  he  reviewed  the  prince  of  writers  of  this 
character,  “ we  respect  talents  as  much  as  any  can  do,  and  can  admire 
them  even  when  we  are  obliged  to  reprobate  the  bad  purposes  to 
which  they  are  applied ; but  we  must  not  suffer  our  imaginations  to  be 
dazzled  by  the  splendor  of  talent ; we  cannot  consent  to  be  laughed 
out  of  our  principles.”  Another  theme,  and  we  have  done.  It  has 
been  said  of  Thomson,  that  he  never  looked  on  an  object  but  with 
the  eye  of  a poet.  The  Christian  should  look  at  every  movement 
in  Church  or  State  with  the  eye  of  a Christian.  The  signs  of  the 
times,  in  connection  with  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy,  would  be  a 
very  instructive  subject  to  write  on  ; and  if  any  of  our  ministers 
would  take  up  those  subjects,  with  many  others  that  might  suggest 
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themselves  to  the  mind  of  the  Avriter,  of  a similar  character,  they 
may  rest  assured  that  their  labors  would  be  appreciated  by  many 
readers,  and  would  receive  the  humble  thanks  of 

A Layman. 


WINTER  MEMORIES  FOR  THE  SPRING. 

Oh  beauteous  Spring,  sweet  restorer  of  budding  childhood  to 
Mother  Earth,  time  of  gladness  to  all  the  children  of  an  Almighty 
Parent,  welcome,  fair  daughter  of  liberty,  to  free  this  ice-bound 
world  from  its  chilly  fetters ; thou,  gentle  echo  wafted  on  perfumed 
gales  from  verdant  Eden,  thrice  welcome  art  thou,  fairest  and 
first-born  of  thy  sister  seasons  ! 

The  life-giving  Spring — when  darkening  clouds  cease  to  lower, 
and  old  Boreas  breathes  with  dulcet  whispers  to  woo  the  Zephyr ; 
when  each  twittering  branch  sends  from  its  leafy  recess  a ray  of 
love  from  its  enamored  tenant,  and  rivulets,  no  longer  held  in 
frozen  grasp,  sparkle  in  the  sunbeams  for  very  joy;  and  flowing 
along  by  mossy  bank  and  violet  glade,  they  send  up  a rippling 
strain  to  swell  the  loud  chorus-psens  of  victory  over  the  retreating 
forces  of  the  chill  Ice-king. 

As  with  lower  creation  so  with  its  masterwork.  Man,  ever  joyful 
at  a change — ever  seeking  a something  not  dreamed  erewhile  in  his 
philosophy,  often  throws  away  all  grateful  remembrance  of  mercies 
past,  with  his  overcoat;  busies  his  brain  in  devising  new  sources  of 
new  delights  for  the  dawning  season,  ere  yet  the  last  snowflake 
has  mingled  its  whiteness  in  the  floAving  streamlet,  or  the  last 
lingering  icicle  resolved  its  crystal  form  into  a tear  of  regret  for 
departed  mates. 

Yet,  gentle  reader,  bear  with  me,  if  for  a very  little  moment  I 
serve  as  an  humble  guide  to  your  oblivious  memory  through  for- 
gotten paths ; and  recall  a sunny  cluster  of  winter  joys,  that  may 
glad  Avith  a SAveet  perfume,  even  though  the  coAvslip  and  daisy  of 
early  spring  surround  you;  and  Avhile  in  all  gratitude  you  welcome 
the  return  of  seedtime,  still  for  the  kindness  of  the  Great  Parent 
to  you  during  the  drear  season  now  past,  unite  your  hymns  of 
thanksgiving  Avith  your  mirth,  and  exclaim  with  the  SAveet  singer  of 
Israel : 

“ Thy  mercies  are  new  unto  me  every  day  !” 

Think  on  your  own  personal  mercies.  Here  stands  a catalogue 
of  volumes  untold.  When  the  piercing  wind  with  cutting  breath 
Avas  sweeping  and  hoAvling  o’er  hill  and  dale,  through  broad  streets 
and  narrow  alleys;  when  shivering  wayfarers,  compelled  by  stern 
necessity  to  face  the  blast,  drew  closer  and  tighter  round  them 
their  already  too  scanty  covering,  Avhere  were  you,  what  your 
mercy  ? Or  when  one  of  earth’s  forgotten  ones  stood  freezing 
on  the  pavement  of  a gay  promenade,  alone  amid  the  crowd  of 
busy  pleasure-seeking  forms,  that  seem  to  shut  out  all  feeling  of 
thought  for  a brother’s  Avoe  in  the  tightly-buttoned  coat  or  close- 
fitting  shawl,  Avhere  Avere  you,  Avhat  your  mercy?  Oh  quench 
not  the  remembrance! 
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In  how  many  a home  has  w inter  found  free  room  to  lodge,  harassed 
by  no  dread  of  expulsion  by  the  cheery  sound  of  crackling  wood,  or 
generous  heat  of  glowing  coal?  When,  in  luxurious  or  comfortable 
ease,  you  enjoyed  the  choice  blessings  of  a kind  Providence,  how  many 
a mother’s  heart,  as  sensitive  and  tender  in  its  lovingsas  yours,  fair 
lady,  was  wrung  by  the  cry  for  food  or  warmth,  or  by  the  mute 
appeal  of  the  little  hungry  eyes,  for  that  which  she  alas!  could  not 
bestow,  while  you,  gathering  your  happy  household  close  around 
the  footstool  of  the  Throne  of  Grace,  raised  a petition  “ Give  us 
this  day  our  daily  bread,”  the  want  of  which  you  or  }'ours  have 
never  known.  Recall  those  memories  this  glorious  spring  day. 

Then,  too,  your  social  mercies.  What  season  like  the  fine  old- 
fashioned  winter’s  evening  for  the  enjoyment  of  those  happy 
reunions  of  friends  and  kindred.  It  may  be 

“ Hearts  that  have  been  long  estranged. 

And  friends  that  have  grown  cold, 

Now  meet  again,  like  parted  streams, 

And  mingle  as  of  old.” 

Sitting  by  the  glimmer  of  the  fire-light,  bygone  days  and  old- 
time  friends  are  recalled ; like  the  stars,  that  shine  with  so  much 
more  brightness  on  the  frosty  night  than  in  midsummer  heat,  look 
down  on  you  with  their  myriad  eyes:  they  seem  spirits  communing 
with  you  from  their  heavenly  home,  telling  of  its  brightness  to  the 
lingering  mortals  who  seek  their  fellowship. 

But  chiefly,  has  God  enabled  and  permitted  you  to  come  like  a 
messenger  of  mercy  into  the  place  where  want,  woe,  and  misery 
make  their  abode?  Have  you  stood  by  the  bier  of  the  early  or 
more  mature  dead,  and  breathed  “ Weep  not !”  in  the  musical  accents 
of  Him  who  raised  the  widow^’s  son,  into  the  ear  of  the  mourning 
and  stricken?  Have  you  increased  the  widow’s  cruse?  Have  you 
been  permitted  to  act  as  God’s  almoner,  dispensing  His  bounties 
to  suffering  brethren?  If  so,  there  is  then  double  enjoyment  for  you 
in  the  balmy  springtime.  Flowerets  spring  around  you,  bright  tokens 
of  that  love  “ from  whence  cometh  every  good  and  perfect  gift and 
as,  amid  warbling  birds,  laughing  streamlets,  and  leaflets  only 
ruffled  by  Zephyr’s  play,  you  recall  your  Father’s  goodness,  in  this 
fair  pledge  for  the  future  you  hear  the  inviting  call,  “ Rise  up,  my  love, 
my  fair  one,  and  come  away,  for  lo,  the  winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over 
and  gone.  The  flowers  appear  on  the  earth,  the  time  of  the  singing 

of  birds  is  come Arise,  my  love,  my  fair  one ; and 

come  aw^ay.” 

G.  C.  Linden. 

Thistlewood. 


BE  NOT  DECEIVED. 

Madrid,  Feb.  6,  1856. 

The  mind  can  hardly  dwell  upon  a more  solemn  and  important 
caution  than  this:  “Be  not  deceived.”  It  comes  from  one  who 
cannot  be  mistaken  with  regard  to  man’s  liability  to  be  deceived. 


BE  NOT  DECEIVED. 
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There  is  also  implied  in  this  caution,  a fearful  destiny  awaiting  the 
deceived.  How  important  then  the  inquiry  to  each  of  us,  “ Am  I 
deceived?”  If  we  were  to  dwell  only  for  a few  days  amid  the  con- 
flicts of  this  world,  and  then  blotted  out  of  existence,  the  inquiry 
would  be  of  little  importance  to  us,  whether  we  are  deceived  or  not. 
If  in  a future  state  there  will  be  no  account  taken  of  the  manner  in 
which  we  have  spent  our  time  in  this  world,  then  we  might  pass  the 
inquiry  by,  as  one  of  little  importance  to  us.  But  when  we  reflect 
upon  an  endless  eternity  beyond  the  grave — the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  our  accountability  to  God,  the  strict  and  impartial  justice  that 
shall  be  dispensed  to  every  one  at  the  judgment-bar,  then  the  inquiry. 
Am  I deceived?  becomes  one  of  vital  importance  to  us  all.  We 
must  all  appear  before  the  judgment -seat  of  Christ,  to  answer  for 
the  deeds  done  in  the  body.  The  penetrating  eye  of  that  glorious 
Judge  will  scan  our  every  act,  search  every  thought,  reveal  the 
deep-hidden  things  of  the  heart.  No  wonder  then,  that  he  has 
given  us  the  timely  caution  : “ Be  not  deceived.”  At  the  judg- 
ment-bar every  covering  shall  be  taken  away;  every  heart,  then, 
shall  be  unmasked  before  an  assembled  universe  of  angels,  devils, 
and  men.  The  truth  will  out ; and  every  man  will  then  appear 
what  he  is,  though,  in  this  world,  he  has  deceived  himself  and  all 
around  him  ; yet  at  the  judgment-bar  he  has  to  do  Avith  One  whom 
he  cannot  deceive.  How  important,  then,  the  inquiry  to  each  of 
us  : Am  I deceived  ? Yes,  how  vitally  important  when  a vast  eter- 
nity lies  before  us,  full  either  with  unspeakable  bliss,  or  unutterable 
woe,  according  to  the  character  Ave  shall  possess  when  God  comes 
to  judge  the  world  in  righteousness.  It  matters  but  little  Avhat  our 
friends  and  neighbors  may  think  of  us.  They  may,  in  charity, 
look  upon  us  and  speak  of  us  as  being  pious  ; but  the  inquiry  still 
presses  home  upon  us:  Am  I deceived?  Have  I,  by  hypocrisy, 
deceived  not  only  myself,  but  those  around  me?  We  have  fearful 
instances  on  record  of  such  deception  as  this.  Was  there  ever  a 
class  of  men  so  much  deceived  as  the  Pharisees,  and  yet  they  Avere 
highly  esteemed  by  all  around  them,  nay,  they  were  venerated  and 
looked  up  to  as  examples  of  piety,  and  yet  Ave  hear  Christ  calling 
them  hypocrites,  a generation  of  vipers,  blind  leaders  of  the  blind; 
and  saying  to  us,  “Except  your  righteousness  exceeds  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  ye  can  in  no  case  enter  the  king- 
dom of  heaven.”  Paul  thought  well  of  Demas  at  one  time,  but  after- 
Avards  he  proved  a deceiver.  Peter  highly  esteemed  Simon  Magus 
at  one  time,  but  afterwards  addresses  him  in  this  fearful  language  : 
“Thou  art  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity.” 
Judas  was  highly  thought  of,  at  one  time,  by  all  the  Apostles;  he 
Avas  made  purse-bearer ; he  was  in  the  class  Avith  them  when 
Christ,  the  great  teacher,  taught  them  as  never  man  taught ; he 
sat  side  by  side  Avith  them  on  that  doleful  night,  when  the  last 
Passover  Avas  commemorated  ; but  with  what  astonishment  they 
hear  fall  from  their  Master’s  lips,  “One  of  you  shall  betray  me;” 
and  Judas,  the  deceiver,  is  among  the  first  to  ask:  “Lord,  is  it  I?” 
Yes,  he  has  completely  deceived  himself  and  his  felloAV  Apostles, 
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but  he  is  in  the  presence  of  One  Avliom  he  cannot  deceive.  0 
treacherous  heart,  how  full  of  deceit  and  dreadful  wickedness  ! 

“ Examine  me,  and  do  me  prove  ; 

Try  heart  and  reins,  0 God  1” 

Let  us  not  then  he  satisfied  with  the  favorable  opinion  of  others  ; 
many  have  been  deceived  in  this  way,  and  so  may  we.  We  should 
look  for  a higher  standard  by  which  to  measure  our  morality,  and 
to  test  our  piety — the  unerring  Word  of  God. 

Perhaps  we  have  a good  opinion  of  ourselves,  and  have  never 
dreamed  of  being  deceived.  This,  indeed,  may  be  true  ; but 
does  this  prove  that  we  are  not  deceived  ? The  heart  is  deceitful 
above  all  things,  and  desperately  wdcked.  It  may,  and  often  does, 
deceive  its  possessor;  our  greatest  foes  are  they  of  our  own  house- 
hold. It  is  very  natural  for  a man  to  think  highly  of  himself;  he 
often  thinks  himself  to  be  something,  W’hen  he  is  nothing.  God 
says,  that  man  deceiveth  himself.  No  man  thinketh  more  highly  of 
himself  than  the  hypocrite ; he  is  full  of  self-confidence  and  self- 
esteem. He  takes  it  as  an  insult,  in  the  highest  degree,  w'hen  any 
one  attempts  to  undeceive  him,  by  taking  away  his  covering,  that 
his  true  character  may  be  seen.  They  are  the  last  to  bring  so 
terrible  a charge  against  themselves,  and,  when  made  by  others, 
they  are  the  most  apt  to  resent  it.  When  the  charge  is  made  against 
Job,  he  was  grieved  indeed,  but  he  bore  it  patiently;  but  when  the 
same  charge  is  laid  to  the  Pharisees,  they  are  aroused  at  once  to 
anger,  and  seek  the  most  cruel  revenge.  Have  we  a name  and  a 
place  among  God’s  people?  We  may  have  this,  too,  and  yet  be 
deceived.  Hear  what  God  says  to  a church  of  old;  “Ye  have  a 
name  to  live,  and  are  dead.”  How  many,  in  all  ages,  have  been 
deceived  in  this  way,  taking  the  name  for  the  reality,  deceiving, 
and  being  deceived.  0,  dreadful  thought ! Are  we  deceived  in 
this  way  ? Have  we  the  form  of  godliness  ? We  may  have  this, 
and  yet  be  deceived.  What  is  the  form,  without  the  power  ? Are 
we  only  imitators  of  God’s  people  ? Are  we  only  making  a mock 
of  his  worship  and  of  his  ordinances  ? If  we  are  not  indeed  and 
in  truth  his  people,  who  love  his  worship  and  his  ordinances,  then 
we  are  deceived.  But  thousands  are  living  and  acting  every  day, 
as  though  it  were  a matter  of  little  importance  to  them,  whether 
they  are  deceived  or  not.  But  let  us  look  at  this,  and  see  whether 
there  is  much  of  importance  in  it.  Soon  we  shall  have  to  give  an 
account  of  our  stewardship.  Is  it  a matter  of  little  importance, 
whether  we  be  prepared  to  do  this  with  joy  or  with  grief?  Is  it  a 
matter  of  little  importance,  whether  we  be  able  to  account  to  God 
for  the  time  and  the  talent  he  has  given  us,  to  be  devoted  to  his 
service  in  showing  forth  the  glory  of  his  great  name  ? Is  it  a 
matter  of  little  importance,  whether  Ave  be  able  to  account  to  him 
for  the  means  he  has  placed  at  our  disposal,  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  our  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  until  all  ends  of  the  earth 
shall  see  the  glory  of  our  God  ? An<\  is  it  a matter  of  little  im- 
portance, whether  your  immortal  and  never-dying  soul  be  saved  or 
not  ? Avhether  you  open  your  eyes  in  hell,  being  in  torment,  or  to 


wnicn  COSTS  most? 


103 


gaze  upon  the  splendor  and  glories  of  heaven  ? Be  not  deceived; 
a dreadful  future  lies  before  you,  a judgment-bar  awaits  you,  and 
an  irrevocable  sentence  will  soon  be  passed  upon  you.  Then  the 
hypocrite’s  hope  shall  perish  forever. 

W.  D.  S. 


WHICH  COSTS  MOST,  TO  SUPPORT  THE  GOSPEL, 
OR  DO  WITHOUT  IT? 

It  is  a sad  mistake,  too  often  countenanced  by  ministers  them- 
selves, that  small  congregations  are  unable  to  support  the  Gospel, 
when  the  fact  is  that  no  congregation  is  able  to  do  without  the 
Gospel ; for  the  tax  of  the  desolation  is  four  times  as  expensive  as 
the  tax  which  is  requisite  to  support  the  institutions  of  religion. 
This  is  no  fiction.  Go  to  those  societies  which  judged  themselves 
unable  to  support  the  Gospel ; go  to  parents,  and  demand  the  items 
squandered  by  their  own  prodigal  children,  besides  breaking  their 
hearts  by  their  unmindful  conduct ; go  to  the  tavern  on  the  Sab- 
bath and  on  week  days  ; attend  the  arbitrations,  the  courts,  the 
trainings,  the  horse-racings,  and  the  midnight  revels  ; witness  the 
decayed  houses,  fences,  and  tillage,  the  falling  school-houses  and 
tattered  children,  of  barbarous  manners;  and  then  return  to  your 
own  little  paradise,  and  decide  whether  you  will  exile  the  Gospel 
as  too  expensive  to  be  supported.  If  you  are  too  poor  to  support 
the  Gospel,  you  are  demonstrably  too  poor  to  do  without  it — if  the 
one  will  severely  press  you,  the  other  will  grind  you  to  powder. 
A few  families  may  thrive  in  a waste  place,  but  it  will  be  upon 
the  vices  of  the  rest;  the  greater  portion  will  be  poor,  and  igno- 
rant, and  vicious. 

Do  you  demand  how  a poor  people  can  support  the  Gospel  ? Let 
them  first  appreciate  the  privilege  according  to  its  importance,  and 
then  let  the  father,  and  the  mother,  and  the  son,  and  the  daughter, 
and  the  servant,  lay  weekly  a slight  tax  upon  their  pride,  and  an- 
other upon  appetite  needlessly  gratified,  and  add  to  these  savings 
another  item  acquired  by  some  special  effort  for  the  purpose,  and 
another  as  God  shall  have  prospered  their  lawful  industry,  and  the 
result  of  the  whole  would  be  an  abundant  supply.  Any  ten  fami- 
lies of  ordinary  property  could  better  afford  to  support  the  Gospel 
than  do  without  it.  When  societies  calculate  what  they  can  afford 
to  give  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  they  go  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  what  they  do  give  is  so  much  subtracted  annually  from 
the  whole  amount  of  their  income ; a supposition  which  is  utterly 
erroneous;  for  in  fact,  as  it  respects  the  diminution  of  property, 
they  give  nothing.  The  Gospel  is  not  a debtor  to  those  who  sup- 
port it,  but  they  are  debtors  to  the  Gospel.  It  does  not  subtract 
from  the  property  of  a society,  but  adds  more  to  it  than  it  takes 
away.  It  is  God  himself  who  has  said,  “ Honor  the  Lord  with 
thy  substance,  and  with  the  fruits  of  all  thy  increase  ; so  shall  thy 
barns  be  filled  with  plenty,  and  thy  presses  shall  burst  out  with 
new  wine.”  This  duty  of  supporting  the  Word  of  God  has  not 
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ceased  with  the  Jewish  dispensation,  nor  has  this  promise  been  re- 
pealed ; and  the  whole  providence  of  God  to  this  day,  has  been 
a practical  confirmation  of  His  faithfulness  in  its  fulhlment.  The 
Jews  often  distrusted  this  assurance,  and  robbed  God  to  save  tbeir 
property ; but  they  always  reduced  it  by  the  experiment.  They 
sowed  much  and  brought  in  little,  and  when  it  was  gathered,  God 
did  blow  upon  it.  The  dew  of  heaven  was  stayed,  and  the  earth 
did  not  yield  her  increase.  “ Ye  are  cursed  with  a curse,  for  ye 
have  robbed  me,  even,  the  whole  nation.  Bring  ye  all  the  tithes 
into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be  meat  in  mine  house  ; and 
prove  me  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I will  not  open  the 
windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a blessing,  that  there  shall 
not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it.  And  I will  rebuke  the  de- 
vourer  for  your  sakes,  and  he  shall  not  destroy  the  fruits  of  your 
ground  ; neither  shall  your  vine  cast  her  fruit  before  the  time  in 
the  field,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts  ; and  all  nations  shall  call  you 
blessed,  for  ye  shall  be  a delightsome  land,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts.” 
The  same  rule  of  administration  is  regarded  still ; the  curse  of 
heaven  still  fastens  upon’  communities  that  despise  the  Gospel  and 
neglect  its  support.  Their  decline  in  outward  prosperity  is  noto- 
rious ; and  their  restoration  is  no  less  manifest  when,  convinced  of 
their  folly,  they  make  a competent  provision  for  the  public  worship  of 
God.  Nor  is  the  fact  mysterious  or  miraculous,  since  the  life  of 
man,  his  health,  his  wisdom  to  plan  and  strength  to  execute, 
the  life  and  vigor  of  his  flocks  and  herds,  every  stalk  of  grain, 
and  every  blade  of  grass,  are  in  the  hand  of  God.  In  ten  thou- 
sand wavs  He  can  add  or  subtract  your  income.  A fit  of  sick- 
ness, a broken  bone,  a profligate  child,  a vexatious  law  suit,  a drouth 
or  a flood,  a murrain  among  your  cattle  or  a blast  in  your  field, 
may  cut  off  at  once,  all  your  sacrilegious  savings,  while  His  bless- 
ings can,  in  many  ways,  make  you  rich  and  add  no  sorrow  with 
it.  You  may  give,  therefore,  as  exigencies  demand,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Gospel,  and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you  again,  good  mea- 
sure, pressed  down,  and  shaken  together,  and  running  over.  Your 
cruse  of  oil  shall  not  fail,  and  your  barrel  of  meal  shall  not  waste. 
— Dr,  Beecher. 


THE  LOST  FOUND. 

Three  months  ago,  in  attending  to  the  interests  of  our  Sabbath 
School,  we  had  occasion  to  call  on  a little  girl,  to  make  inquiries 
into  the  cause  of  prolonged  absence  from  her  class.  We  saw  her 
parents,  and  were  struck  with  the  appearance  of  her  father ; his 
pallid  cheek  and  emaciated  form  plainly  told  the  tale,  that  in  a 
very  short  while,  for  him,  the  last  particles  would  run  through  the 
sand-glass  of  time,  and  he  would  pass  away.  And  whither  away? 
was  the  question  that  forced  itself  upon  us,  and  which  was  put  to 
him  by  one  who  accompanied  us,  and  who  evidently  took  a deep 
interest  in  the  reply.  But  he  knew  not.  He  confessed  he  was  about 
to  take  a fearful  leap  in  the  dark,  and  was  very  doubtful  of  the 
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landing-place.  A gloomy  cloud  seemed  to  hang  between  the  pre- 
sent and  the  future,  with  no  bright  spot  in  it  or  beyond  it,  to  cheer 
him ; he  believed  in  no  Saviour  of  sinners.  A dull  and  uncertain 
light  appeared  sometimes  to  give  him  hope ; it  was  the  mercy  of  a 
merciful  God,  but  to  him  this  was  a delusion,  an  ignis  fatuus,  that 
he  was  pursuing  to  his  own  destruction.  His  ideas  of  the  Bible 
were,  that  it  contained  some  good  morality,  but  that  it  was  not  the 
word  of  God,  and  it  was  pervaded  with  blasphemy,  inasmuch  as  it 
raised  up  a mere  man  to  an  equality  with  Jehovah. 

His  affections  were  tender,  his  intellect  of  a high  order,  and 
better  cultivated  than  we  find  in  the  class  of  society  in  which  he 
moved,  and  he  was  proud  of  his  reasoning  faculties.  He  had  en- 
tered no  place  of  worship  for  many  years,  was  fond  of  reading,  and 
had  found  the  breathings  of  a kindred  spirit  in  “ Volney’s  Ruins,” 
and  in  the  writings  of  Voltaire.  He  was  frequently  visited  by 
young  men  and  others  who  took  a lively  interest  in  his  case,  but 
for  some  time  he  seemed  proof  against  all  argument,  and  in  his 
conversation  he  firmly  maintained  his  ground.  He  did  not  object 
to  our  engaging  in  prayer  with  him,  and  at  last  we  thought  we  saw 
symptoms  of  a change.  When  speaking  of  the  consolations  offered 
by  true  religion,  he  said,  “ I would  like  to  think  as  you  do,  but  I 
cannot ; besides  it  is  too  late  now.” 

Among  some  books  sent  him  to  peruse,  was  one  on  Infidelity, 
by  Nelson ; this  he  read,  and  was  staggered  by  some  of  the 
facts  there  presented.  One  night,  a gentleman,  who  was  unre- 
mitting in  his  attentions,  entreated  him  to  pray  for  himself.  At 
our  next  meeting  he  called  us  to  his  bedside,  and  told  how  on 
leaving  him  the  last  time  he  had  tried  to  pray  ; how  on  pronouncing 
the  name  of  Jesus  the  involuntary  tear  rose  to  his  eye;  and  he  con- 
fessed that  there  was  a something  in  that  name  which  went  to  the 
heart.  He  now  began  to  think  that  he  might  still  be  saved  through 
Christ’s  mediation,  but  could  not  so  easily  throw  down  the  fabric 
he  had  been  building  for  so  many  years,  and  in  which  he  had  so 
long  lived  in  apparent*  security ; he  saw  it  was  founded  on  the 
sand,  but  it  looked  so  goodly  that  he  was  loth  to  leave  it. 

The  objection  now  raised  was,  he  could  not  see  how  his  becoming 
a Christian,  and  being  one  for  a few  short  weeks  at  most,  could 
cancel  a nine  years’  rebellion  and  open  warfare ; the  idea  that  he 
must  do  something  for  himself  still  haunted  him,  but  the  Spirit, 
who  had  evidently  began  a work  in  his  soul,  soon  completed  it,  and 
he  was  led  to  throw  himself  entirely  and  without  reserve  at  the 
feet  of  “ the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.” 
Happy,  blessed  change  from  darkness  to  light,  from  reliance  on 
his  own  righteousness  to  implicit  confidence  in  the  righteousness  of 
Christ,  from  proud  rebellion  to  humble  submission,  from  solicitude 
and  uncertainty  to  calm,  confiding,  repose.  But  lately  it  was  pain- 
ful to  think  of  his  immortal  spirit  appearing  before  its  Judge  in  a 
state  of  impenitence  and  avowed  hostility  ; now,  it  was  pleasing  to 
hear  him  speak  of  God  as  his  reconciled  Father  ; of  his  having  “an 
house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.”  And  sometimes 
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when  enduring  pain  he  would  say,  “How  miserable  would  I be  were 
there  no  bright  prospect  to  cheer  me  while  passing  through  this 
dark  valley.” 

The  last  time  we  saw  him  he  bade  us  an  affectionate  farewell, 
saying,  that  should  he  never  see  us  here  again,  he  cherished  the  hope 
of  meeting  us  where  there  would  be  no  more  parting.  We  saw  him 
next  day,  but  he  did  not  see  us,  for  the  mower  with  his  sickle  had 
been  there,  and  the  clammy  cold  of  death  was  on  his  brow.  Shortly 
after  leaving  him  the  night  before,  his  countenance  was  changed, 
and  his  spirit  went  to  God,  who  gave  it.  The  last  words  he  Avas 
heard  to  utter  w'ere  an  expression  of  his  willingness  to  depart,  and 
a prayer  that  Jesus  would  quickly  take  him  to  Himself,  to  be  with 
Him  Avhere  He  is. 

Striking  proof  this,  that  “God’s  arm  is  not  shortened  that  it 
cannot  save,  nor  his  ear  heavy  that  it  cannot  hear.”  High  en- 
couragement this,  to  all  Avho  are  trying  to  do  something  for  the 
cause  of  humanity,  and  the  extension  of  Christ’s  kingdom  ; it  says, 
“ Let  us  not  weary  in  well-doing,  for  in  due  season  we  shall  reap, 
it  we  faint  not.”  Conclusive  evidence  this,  that  if  the  wicked  for- 
sake his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  return 
unto  the  Lord,  that  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him ; and  to  our  God, 
for  he  will  abundantly  pardon. 

Man  performs  a melancholy  duty  when  called  upon  to  lay  the 
remains  of  a fellow-mortal  in  the  silent  tomb;  and  the  more  so, 
when  he  remembers  that  but  a few  days  ago  that  body  Avas  ani- 
mated by  a spirit  with  Avhich  he  held  intercourse.  Yet,  Avhen  fol- 
lowing the  ashes  of  Mr.  G to  their  last  resting-place,  Ave  could 

not  help  remarking  the  harmony  of  the  scene ; the  cold,  impassive, 
marble  slabs,  and  nature  clad  in  her  winding  sheet  of  snow.  And 
our  sadness  Avas  mingled  with  an  indescribable  feeling  of  compLa- 
cency,  as  we  thought  that  while  what  was  mortal  of  our  friend  Avas 
being  covered  over  AA'ith  the  sounding  earth,  his  spirit,  redeemed 
by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  had  already  received  a robe,  purer  in  its 
whiteness,  more  dazzling  in  its  brightness,  than  the  untrodden  snow 
around.  S.  S.  T. 


TIME  AND  ETERNITY.* 

Watch  the  mighty  revolutions  of  time  as  it  rolls  along  unheeded, 
unfettered  by  man,  not  even  thought  of  by  the  most  of  God’s  crea- 
tures, nor  fully  appreciated  by  any ; still  it  advances  as  steady  and 
sure  as  it  did  upon  the  first  day  the  sun  dawned  upon  this  black- 
ened earth,  and  not  until  this  bleak  and  heartless  world,  has  seen 
the  sun  set  behind  the  western  hills,  never  to  rise  again,  will  time 
stop  its  onward  course. 

It  is  far  beyond  the  control  of  man.  God  has  not  placed  in  the 
hands  nor  at  the  bidding  of  any  man,  the  power  to  stop  the  progress 
of  time.  Only  at  his  own  call  will  the  sun  cease  to  show'  his  bright- 
ened face ; only  at  his  own  word  will  the  world  cease  from  labor 

* Written  by  a boy  twelve  years  of  age. 
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and  from  toil;  only  at  his  own  command  will  nations  sheath  their 
swords,  never  again  to  draw  them  from  their  bloody  scabbards,  to 
disgrace  this  perishing  and  woe-begotten  world.  Then  will  the  fire- 
side which  once  cheered  the  father  raise  the  drooping  spirit  of  the 
son,  and  the  home  which  was  built  for  the  mother  will  remain  in  all 
its  glory  and  proud  grandeur  for  generations  yet  to  come  ; and  then 
the  loving  sister,  who  once  comforted  and  slaked  the  dying  thirst 
of  her  wounded  and  suffering  brother,  may  dry  her  tears;  and  he 
who  bravely  fought  and  nobly  won  many  a battle  for  the  cause  of 
his  country,  may  go  to  his  home  in  peace ; and  the  father  whose  hairs 
have  become  gray  by  the  troubles  and  perplexities  of  many  a year 
of  toil,  burden,  and  sorrow,  will  never  see  trouble  more,  and  although 
his  once  manly  step  is  now  uncertain  and  unsteady,  and  his  fiery 
eyes  are  becoming  weak  and  dim,  by  having  passed  through  the  trou- 
bles of  fortune’s  unrelenting  hand,  still,  there  is  the  son  that  he 
loved,  cherished,  and  trained  in  the  straightforward  path  of  useful- 
ness, ready  to  take  his  place  in  the  household,  ready  to  occupy  his 
seat  in  the  senate,  and  ready  to  judge  on  the  fate  of  nations  and 
for  a nation’s  good. 

And  there  is  the  daughter,  ready  to  take  the  place  of  her  aged 
mother,  whose  wrinkled  face  and  faded  looks  speak  of  the  trials  of 
many  a year.  How  often  has  that  aged  mother  watched  the  dying  bed 
of  a son  or  daughter,  ready  to  catch  the  first  glimpse  of  a struggling 
life,  and  although  her  constitution  has  become  weak  and  shattered, 
and  before  another  moon  has  passed  away,  she  may  be  sleeping  the 
sleep  of  death,  still,  for  the  sake  of  her  youthful  child,  she  will 
linger  on,  and  bear  the  torment  of  a worldly  existence;  yea,  even 
to  another  age.  But  hearken  unto  the  voice  of  One  whose  word  is 
power,  and  by  whose  commands  nations  will  quake  and  the  earth 
will  tremble,  and  mountains  will  seek  a refuge  for  their  high  and 
lofty  heads  in  the  recesses  of  an  almost  bottomless  sea : whose 
waters  will  cease  to  flow,  and  whose  waves  will  no  longer  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  time-worn  sailor’s  skill,  but  all  will  take  a leap  into  the 
dark  and  dreadful  features  of  eternity. 

Now  look  into  the  features  of  eternity,  where  time  shall  never 
cease  to  roll,  and  where  misery  must  be  forever  endured  or  happi- 
ness forever  enjoyed.  First  look  into  an  eternal  world  of  bliss. 
Watch  the  loving  countenance  of  that  Saviour,  who  suffered  all  the 
pain  and  degradation  of  becoming  as  a man  for  your  own  and  your 
children’s  sake ; see  how  he  smiles  as  he  exclaims : “ Come  unto 
me,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  and  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  you.”  Would  it  not  almost  melt  the  false  and  unflinching  heart 
of  an  iron-built  idol  to  look  upon  the  prints  of  his  hands  and  feet 
where  he  was  nailed  to  the  cross,  or  at  the  mark  upon  his  side 
where  he  was  pierced  with  the  bayonets  of  murderers  and  unbeliev- 
ers, for  the  purpose  of  saving  an  ungrateful  and  sinful  world  ! But 
far  above  their  vile  taunts  and  persecutions  did  he  rise  until  God, 
within  the  realms  of  heaven,  clasped  him  in  his  arms,  and  now  he  is 
sitting  at  his  right  hand,  ready  to  judge  the  world  on  the  last  day. 
Watch  his  beaming  smiles  and  joyful  looks  as  he  seeks  for  the 
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lambs  of  his  flock,  ready  to  bestow  upon  them  the  home  for  which 
he  suffered  and  died.  Now  watch  those  that  have  been  admitted 
within  the  gates  of  heaven,  never  again  to  be  troubled  by  worldly 
desires  or  by  earthly  fascinations.  See  their  robes,  whiter  than  the 
snows  from  heaven  and  purer  than  the  waters  from  a crystal  foun- 
tain, not  spotted  by  sin,  not  tarnished  by  ungratefulness,  nor  torn 
by  misery,  but  as  pure  and  holy  as  Adam  when  he  first  came 
from  the  hands  of  his  Maker,  before  he  had  been  corrupted  by 
worldly  desires  or  by  the  first  temptings  of  sin  on  this  earth.  Now 
look  at  heaven.  Nought  but  peace  is  found  there,  nought  but  joy  is 
found  within  its  gates ; all  is  still,  all  is  happy,  all  is  calm  above. 

Now  look  into  a future  world  of  misery.  See  the  devil ! Watch  how 
he  scowls  as  Christ  has  taken  one  from  this  world  whom  he  thought 
within  his  grasp.  See  him  as  he  sits  upon  his  throne  in  all  his 
majestic  and  mocking  grandeur,  leaping  almost  without  the  bounds 
of  hell  with  joy  at  seeing  his  victims  thrown  into  the  burning  flames 
which  are  prepared  and  waiting  to  receive  them.  And  hearken 
unto  the  victims  ! Do  you  not  hear  their  groans  ? Slowly  the  fire 
ascends,  until  their  adamantine  hearts,  wdiich  were  never  known  to 
beat  in  a good  cause,  almost  creep  from  their  places,  and  shudder  at 
the  thought  of  burning  during  the  time  of  never-ceasing  eternity. 
Hear  them  as  they  cry  for  help  and  strength  to  break  the  ties 
which  bind  them  there.  Alas  for  them  ! time  has  passed,  and  the 
end  of  eternity  can  never  come.  Did  Christ  not  say  to  you  whilst 
on  earth,  that  he  was  more  glad  at  seeing  one  sheep  that  had  been 
recovered  than  he  was  at  ninety-nine  that  had  never  gone  astray. 
Yea,  he  said  it  to  you,  but  ye  would  not  hearken  unto  his  voice. 
And  now,  for  the  last  look  into  the  abodes  and  deep  recesses  of 
hell.  Dark  and  gloomy  is  the  path  which  leads  to  the  bottomless 
pits  of  hell.  Many  a man  has  travelled  over  them  weary,  but  he 
will  never  find  rest;  many  a man  has  travelled  over  them  unhappy, 
but  he  w'ill  never  find  comfort ; many  a man  has  travelled  over 
them  in  self-condemnation,  but  he  will  never  find  relief.  Soon  will 
they  be  cast  upon  a bed  of  burning  flames,  and  hell  will  only  gasp 
for  more.  M.  M. 


A DAY  LOST. 

Lost!  lost!  lost! 

A gem  of  countless  price, 

Cut  from  the  living  rock, 

And  graved  in  Paradise; 

Set  round  with  thi'ee  times  eight 
Large  diamonds,  clear  and  bright, 
And  each  with  sixty  smaller  ones, 

All  changeful  as  the  light. 

Lost! — where  the  thoughtless  throng 
In  fashion’s  mazes  wind. 

Where  thrilleth  folly’s  song. 

Leaving  a sting  behind ; 

Yet  to  my  hand  ’twas  given 
A golden  harp  to  buy, 
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Such  as  the  whitc-rohed  choir  attune 
To  deathless  minstrelsy. 

Lost!  lost!  lost! 

I feel  all  search  is  vain ; 

That  gem  of  countless  cost, 

Can  ne’er  be  mine  again  ; 

I offer  no  reward, 

For,  till  these  heart-strings  sever, 

I know  that  Heaven’s-intrusted  gift 
Is  reft  away  for  ever. 

But  when  the  sea  and  land 
Like  burning  scroll  have  fled. 

I'll  see  it  in  His  hand 

Who  judgeth  quick  and  dead; 

And  when  of  scathe  and  loss 
That  man  can  ne’er  repair. 

The  dread  inquiry  meets  my  soul. 

What  shall  it  answer  there? 

Mrs.  Sioourxet. 


“I  HAVE  NOTHING  TO  GIVE.” 

So  said  a church  member  ■when  called  upon  for  a contribution  to 
missions. 

“ Nothing  to  give.”  And  yet  he  talked  of  the  preciousness  of 
the  Gospel  to  his  own  soul — of  the  hopes  he  entertained  of  salva- 
tion through  the  blood-purchased  provisions  of  the  Gospel — but  he 
has  nothing  to  give  to  extend  these  joys  and  hopes  to  those  whom 
he  professes  to  love  as  himself. 

Nothing  to  give  ! Yet  God  is  constant  and  munificent  in  his 
benefactions.  Every  day  his  treasure  is  opened,  and  fresh  bless- 
ings freely  dispensed.  God  never  answers  to  the  asking  of  his 
creatures,  “ I have  nothing  to  give.” 

Nothing  to  give  ! And  he  Avears  decent  apparel,  lives  in  a com- 
fortable house,  sets  a plentiful  table,  and  seems  to  want  for  nothing 
necessary  to  the  comfort  of  his  family. 

Nothing  to  give  ! And  he  sometimes  attends  the  monthly  con- 
cert, and  prays  that  God  will  send  the  Gospel  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  He  has  said  many  times  during  the  year,  “ Thy  kingdom 
come,”  and  pretended  that  it  was  prayer.  If  dollars  were  as  cheap 
as  words,  the  treasury  of  benevolence  would  be  full.  If  Christians 
were  as  liberal  with  their  purses  as  they  are  with  their  prayers, 
there  Avould  be  no  lack  of  means  for  sustaining  the  missionaries  of 
the  cross  in  every  land. 

I have  nothing  to  give  ! And  the  heathen  are  stretching  out 
their  hand  in  imploring  petitions  for  the  Bread  of  Life,  and  warm- 
hearted Christian  ministers,  and  even  Christian  Avomen,  are  stand- 
ing upon  the  shores  of  our  own  land,  looking  across  into  the  dark- 
ness and  weeping  for  the  means  to  carry  them  there,  that  they  may 
minister  to  the  spiritual  necessities  of  those  perishing  millions. 

Nothing  to  give  ! That  means,  “ The  missionaries  may  stay  at 
home  or  starve  if  they  go,  and  the  heathen  may  go  to  hell,  rather 
than  I will  part  with  any  of  my  money  for  their  relief.” 
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Nothing  to  give!  Then  you  ough  t specially  to  labor,  that  you 
naay  earn  something  to  give  away.  What ! work  at  hard  manual 
labor  for  the  very  purpose  of  devoting  the  earnings  to  charity  ? 
Does  not  this  savor  of  fanaticism  ? Precisely  ; the  fanaticism  of 
St.  Paul.  “ Let  him  labor,  working  wdth  his  own  hands,  the  thing 
that  is  good,  that  he  may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth.” — 
Exchange. 

ANSWERS  TO  THE  QUESTIONS  OF  S. 

WHICH  WERE  PROPOSED  IN  THE  OCTOBER  NUMBER  OF  THE  BANNER,  1S55. 

Mr.  Editor, — There  is,  in  the  October  number  of  the  Banner 
for  1855,  a notice  of  the  ordination  and  instalment  of  the  Rev. 
W.  P.  Shaw.  In  that  communication,  signed  S.,  are  questions  bear- 
ing on  the  order  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which 
answers  from  “the  experienced”  are  requested.  I propose  to 
answer  these  questions  in  order.  They  are  these.  “What  is  the 
order  to  be  observed  on  a communion  occasion?  What  is  implied, 
and  what  is  to  be  done  at  the  installation  of  a ruling  elder?  Sup- 
pose he  comes  certified  from  a sister  congregation,  must  he  be 
elected  by  the  people  and  installed  before  he  can  act  as  a ruler 
over  a congregation  ? What  is  the  order  to  be  observed  in  the  ordi- 
nation and  installation  of  a minister?  And  it  may  be  added,  what 
is  to  be  done  in  the  organization  of  a congregation?” 

The  first  one  is — “What  is  the  order  to  be  observed  on  a com- 
munion occasion  ?”  The  question  is  important  and  worthy  of  a 
full  answer. 

preparation  sabbath. 

Ever  since  I can  remember  anything  of  church  order,  and  I was 
born  and  brought  up  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  the 
Sabbath  immediately  preceding  that  appointed  for  the  communion 
has  been  called  the  preparation  Sabbath.  It  is  so  called,  because 
it  is  considered  that  the  religious  exercises  of  that  day  should  have 
an  especial  appropriateness  and  bearing  upon  the  distinctive  duties 
of  the  communion  Sabbath  ; thus  tending  to  prepare  the  minds  of 
intending  communicants  for  its  solemn  services.  The  Thursday 
following  the  preparation  Sabbath  is,  by  the  order  of  the  session  of 
the  congregation,  and  as  preparatory  to  the  sacrament,  observed 
as  a day  of  fasting  and  humiliation  before  God.  It  is  expected, 
that  during  the  day,  all  intended  communicants,  laying  aside,  as 
far  as  they  possibly  can,  all  secular  employments,  will  make  con- 
science of  attending  upon  the  services. 

SATURDAY  SERVICES. 

The  Saturday  before  the  communion  Sabbath  is  spent  in  reli- 
gious exercises.  The  subjects  discussed  should  be  of  a character, 
calculated  to  animate  the  soul,  enliven  the  Christian  graces,  and 
cause  the  love  of  the  disciples  for  Christ  to  burn  more  intensely 
and  brightly. 

After  the  religious  exercises  of  Saturday  have  been  closed,  the 
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pastor  of  the  congregation  proceeds  to  the  services  connected  with 
the  distribution  of  tokens  of  admission  to  the  Lord’s  table. 

First.  He  states  the  propriety  of  having  Terms  of  Communion  and 
reads  Rev.  11:1. 

Secondly.  By  prayer  he  opens  the  session,  then  reads,  and,  if  he 
see  fit,  explains  the  Terms  of  Communion.  Circumstances  must 
determine  how  much  time  is  to  be  occupied  in  this  part  of  the  ser- 
vice. 

Thirdly.  It  is  usual  to  read  out  the  names  of  those  who,  either 
by  a certificate,  or  a profession  of  their  faith,  have,  on  the  occasion, 
been  admitted  to  membership  in  the  congregation. 

Fourthly.  The  pastor  then  distributes  to  the  members  of  the 
congregation,  who,  for  this  purpose,  pass  through  the  constituted 
session,  tokens  of  admission  to  the  Lord’s  table,  seriously  and 
affectionately  exhorting  them  to  be  diligent  in  their  preparation  for 
coming  to  the  communion. 

Fifthly,  The  session  is  then  adjourned. 

THE  COMMUNION  SABBATH. 

The  pastor  having  commenced  Avith  a short  prayer  for  the  Divine 
presence  and  blessing,  reads  and  briefly  paraphrases  a suitable  por- 
tion of  a psalm.  The  singing  of  the  psalm  is  folloAved  with  prayer, 
and  the  preaching  of  a sermon.  Here  there  is  need  for  all  the 
energies  and  resources  of  which  the  minister  is  possessed.  The 
theme  should  be  one  closely  related  to  the  solemnity.  The  Master 
of  assemblies,  in  the  glorious  excellency  of  his  character,  should  be 
prominently  held  up  to  the  contemplation  of  his  people.  The  effort 
and  aim  should  be  to  quicken  their  graces,  and  excite  in  them  in- 
tense desire  for  close  and  intimate  felloAvship  Avith  their  Redeemer. 
When  the  discourse  is  finished,  a portion  of  a psalm  is  sung,  the 
collection  for  the  poor  taken  up,  and  prayer  presented  before 
the  throne  of  grace  that  the  Divine  Being  would  send  doAvn  his 
enriching  blessing  on  the  services  already  rendered,  and  abundantly 
aid  in  those  on  which  the  pastor  is  now  entering. 

He  then  reads  the  Avarrant  for  debarring,  Ezek.  43  : 10-12  inclu- 
sive, and  proceeds  to  debar  from  the  table  of  the  Lord,  first,  in 
general  terms,  all  enemies  of  Christ:  secondly,  characters — as  all 
violators  of  the  first  precept  of  the  Decalogue — all  violators  of  the 
second — and  of  the  third — and  so  on  to  the  close  of  the  command- 
ments. And  to  show  that  he  is  warranted  to  debar  all  such,  while 
continuing  such  and  without  repentance,  he  reads  the  following 
passages  in  order:  Rom.  1 : 28-32  inclusive;  1 Cor.  6:9,  10; 
Gal.  5 : 19,  20,  21  ; Eph.  5 : 3,  4,  5,  6;  Rev.  22  : 15.  He  then 
invites  to  the  Lord’s  table  the  friends  of  Christ,  and  reads,  as 
his  warrant.  Matt.  5:1,  12  inclusive;  1 Cor.  6:11;  Gal.  5: 
22-24  inclusive;  Eph.  2:11-13  inclusive;  Prov.  9:1,  6;  Rev. 
22  : 17 ; Song  2 : 10,  13 ; 1 Sam.  9 : 11-13  inclusive ; stating, 
with  regard  to  the  last  passage,  that  it  is  read  only  in  the  way 
of  accommodation  to  the  occasion.  This  done,  the  pastor  gives 
out  to  be  sung  by  the  congregation,  Ps.  24  : 7,  to  the  end,  and 
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directs  that,  during  the  singing,  the  elders  shall  place  the  ele- 
ments on,  and  the  communicants  take  their  seats  at  the  commu- 
nion table.  The  table  being  covered,  the  communicants  seated, 
and  the  singing  of  the  Psalm  completed,  the  minister  reads 
and  explains  briefly  the  words  of  institution,  1 Cor.  11  : 23-30 
inclusive,  lie  then  takes  into  his  hands  the  bread  and  the  cup, 
and  holds  them  up  before  the  congregation,  repeating  the  words, 
“ that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  same  night  he  was  betrayed,  took 
bread,  emblematical  of  his  assumption  of  our  nature — that  he  gave 
thanks,  after  whose  command,  institution,  and  example,  I proceed 
to  give  thanks,  and  set  apart  so  much  of  these  elements  as  shall  be 
used  on  this  occasion,  from  a common  to  a sacred  and  sacramental 
use.”  This  done,  betakes  the  bread,  saying,  “The  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  same  night  He  was  betrayed,  took  bread  and  blessed  it, 
both  of  which  sacramental  actions  have  been  already  done  in  His 
name  ; He  brake  and  gave  it  to  His  disciples,  after  whose  institu- 
tion, command,  and  example,  I break  (here  break  the  bread)  this 
bread  and  give  it  to  you.  His  professed,  and  I trust  His  real  dis- 
ciples, saying,  as  He  said.  Take  (here  give  the  bread  to  the  commu- 
nicants), eat,  this  is  my  body  broken  for  you,  this  do  in  remem- 
brance of  me.  After  the  same  manner  also  He  took  the  cup 
(here  take  the  cup)  when  He  had  supped,  saying.  This  cup  is  the 
New  Testament  in  my  blood,  shed  for  the  remission  of  tlie  sins  of 
many,  drink  }'e  all  of  it  (here  give  the  cup) ; for  as  often  as  ye 
eat  this  bread  and  drink  this  cup  ye  do  show  the  Lord’s  death  till 
He  comes.”  It  is  now  not  usual  to  address  the  communicants, 
while  they  are  partaking  of  the  bread  and  wine,  but  at  the  close, 
when  a short  address  may  be  made.  The  communicants  are  then, 
by  the  singing  of  a verse  or  two  of  the  45th  or  103d  Psalm,  dis- 
missed from  the  table,  in  order  to  make  room  for  others.  When 
all  have  communed,  the  pastor  exhorts  communicants  and  strangers, 
then  prays,  returning  thanks.  The  service  is  closed  by  singing  the 
72d  Psalm,  from  the  middle  of  the  16th  verse  to  the  close,  and  pro- 
nouncing the  benediction.  There  is  public  worship  always  on  the 
evenins:  of  the  communion  Sabbath. 

O 

MONDAY  SERVICES. 

After  the  sermon,  the  pastor  gives  a charge  to  communicants, 
cautions  youth,  and  exhorts  strangers.  He  then  recapitulates  the 
texts  which  had  been  discussed  during  the  solemnity,  commencing  with 
the  preparation  Sabbath,  after  which  he  dismisses  the  congregation 
by  reading  the  following  passages  of  Scripture  : Horn.  12 : 9-21  in- 
clusive ; Eph.  4 : 21-32  inclusive ; Col.  3 : 12-25  inclusive ; 1 Thess. 
5 : 14-23  inclusive  ; Eph.  6 : 13-19  inclusive  ; Phil.  4 : 6-9  inclu- 
sive ; 2 Cor.  13  : 11  and  14 ; the  congregation  rising  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  14th  verse. 

Thus  have  I answered,  as  plainly  and  briefly  as  I could,  the  in- 
quiry made.  I add  an  outline  of  the  whole. 
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THE  ORDPR  OF  THE  COMMUNION  SERVICES  IN  THE  REFORMED 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Saturday. 

I.  State  the  propriety  of  Terms  of  Communion,  and  read  Rev. 
11 : 1. 

II.  Constitute  the  Session.  Read  and  explain  Terms  of  Com- 
munion. 

III.  Read  out  the  names  of  new  members. 

IV.  Distribute  Tokens  and  exhort. 

V.  Adjourn  the  Session. 

Sabbath. 

I.  Preach.  Sing.  Collection  taken  up.  Pray. 

II.  Read  the  Warrant  for  Debarring,  Ezek.  43  : 10-12. 

III.  Debar.  1.  In  general  terms,  all  enemies  of  Christ.  2. 
Characters — following  the  order  of  the  precepts  of  the  Decalogue. 
As  the  warrant  read,  Rom.  1 : 28-32  inclusive,  &c. 

IV.  Invite.  Friends  of  Jesus.  Warrant,  Matt.  5:1-12  inclu- 
sive, &c. 

V.  Sing  Psalm  24 : 7.  Table  covered  and  the  communicants 
seated. 

VI.  Read  and  explain  the  Words  of  Institution,  1 Cor.  11 : 23- 
30.  For  I have  received  of  the  Lord. 

VII.  Take — bless — break  and  give  bread  and  cup. 

VIII.  Sing  45th  and  103d  Psalms. 

IX.  Exhort  communicants  and  strangers. 

X.  Return  thanks.  Sing  Ps.  72  : 10-end. 

Monday  after  Sermon. 

I.  Charge  communicants,  caution  youth,  and  exhort  strangers. 

II.  Recapitulate  Texts. 

III.  Dismiss  by  reading  Rom.  12  : 9-21,  &c. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  UNION  OF  CHURCHES. 

The  churches  are  again  favored  with  another  basis,  on  which  it 
is  proposed  that  they  unite  and  become  organically  one.  This 
basis  is  the  work  of  a committee  of  the  Associate  Synod,  appointed 
at  their  late  meeting  in  Xenia,  1855.  The  committee  are  the  Rev. 
J.  T.  Cooper,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  Rodgers,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  J.  Patterson. 

The  committee  begin  by  giving  their  adherence  to  the  Westmin- 
ster Confession  of  Faith,  Catechisms,  larger  and  shorter;  the  Form 
of  Presbyterian  Church  Government,  and  Directory  for  the  public 
worship  of  God.  This  adherence  is  again  qualified  as  to  those  por- 
tions of  the  Confession  as  respect  the  much-vexed  question,  circa 
sacra,  or  the  power  of  civil  society  as  to  religious  things.  Their 
views  on  this  topic  are  placed  in  parallel  columns  with  those  in 
the  Confession,  so  as  to  present  their  agreement,  or  disagreement, 
as  it  may  appear  to  the  mind  of  the  reader. 
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Having  treated  the  Confession  in  this  manner,  the  committee 
then  proceed  to  annex  or  form  what  is  called  a Testimony,  con- 
sisting of  eighteen  chapters  or  different  articles  on  the  same  sub- 
jects found  in  the  Confession.  The  various  articles  of  the  testimony 
are  interspersed  with  what  are  called  arguments,  or  illustrations 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  Testimony,  which  are  not  designed  to  be  terms 
of  communion  in  the  united  Church. 

On  this  basis,  it  is  proposed  that  the  Secession  Church  unite 
with  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  and  any  or  all  others 
agreeing  therewith.  The  churches  thus  organizing,  lay  aside  their 
respective  standards,  and  unite  on  this  new  basis.  It  is  proper  to 
observe,  that  this  basis  is  the  work  of  the  committee,  yet  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Synod,  and  then  laid  before  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church  or  General  Synod,  for  their  consideration  and  adoption. 
This  Testimony  or  Basis  being  now  before  the  public,  it  is  open  for 
such  remarks  as  any  one  may  feel  inclined  to  offer. 

The  following  thoughts  are  presented,  which  suggested  them- 
selves while  hastily  reading  the  above  basis. 

1.  Of  this  Basis  it  may  be  said,  that  it  is  a well-meant  effort  to 
unite  divided  and  weakened  churches.  Whether  it  will  be  as  success- 
ful in  effect,  as  it  is  well-meant  in  design,  time  will  have  to  show. 
It  is  certainly  as  commendable  now,  as  in  the  days  of  David,  to  have 
it  in  the  heart  to  build  the  house  of  the  Lord.  There  are  many 
promises  respecting  the  restoration  of  Christians’  long  lost  unity, 
and  to  the  effecting  of  which,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  make 
persevering  prayer,  and  to  use  all  becoming  means.  “ Thy  watch- 
men will  lift  up  the  voice  ; with  the  voice,  together  shall  they  sing; 
for  they  shall  see  eye  to  eye,  when  the  Lord  shall  bring  again 
Zion.”  May  the  Lord  hasten  it  in  his  time. 

2.  This  Basis,  or  rather  Testimony,  has  in  it  much  truth,  and  that 
generally,  clearly  expressed.  It  proposes  to  be  in  accordance  with 
the  Confession  of  Faith,  on  the  same  subjects.  The  question  then 
arises,  is  the  truth  better  expressed  in  the  Testimony  than  in  the 
Confession  ? It  must  either  be  equally  well,  better,  or  not  so  well.  If 
equal,  what  is  gained?  If  superior,  why  not  take  it  in  preference? 
And  if  inferior,  why  use  it  at  all  ? The  second  presentation  of  the 
same  truth,  in  another  book,  can  accomplish  no  valuable  end 
which  the  first  does  not,  without  it  be  superior,  and  then  the  infe- 
riority of  the  Confession  is  the  consequent  effect. 

It  may  be  said,  this  second  book  is  a Testimony.  If  so,  on  what 
ground,  we  ask,  is  it  entitled  to  be  called  a Testimony,  more 
than  the  confession  ? If  it  be  in  opposition  to  existing  errors,  oi 
sinful  practices,  so  are  the  Confessions  and  Catechisms.  And  i)| 
I there  be  existing  errors  and  evil  practices,  this  Testimony  con- 
demns neither.  There  is  not  a single  error  or  sin  condemnec 
in  this  Testimony,  except  by  inference  ; and  so  are  they  equally 
condemned  in  the  Confession.  The  conclusion  of  the  whole  raattei 
is,  we  have  two  books  just  doing  the  same  thing,  and  we  can  see  n( 
reason  whj'  the  one  is  called  a Testimony  or  Confession,  any  mor< 
than  the  other.  This  is,  to  us,  an  objection  to  the  Basis. 
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3.  With  the  plan  of  the  Basis  we  do  not  agree.  It  sets  the 
doubtful  sections  of  the  Confession  in  a parallel  column  with  their 
own  expressed  views  on  the  same  subject,  without  stating  whether 
they  agree  or  do  not  agree.  Suppose  this  Basis  be  adopted — what 
then  ? At  a coming  day  a negotiation  arises  with  other  churches. 
Some  other  chapters  or  sections  of  the  Confession  are  to  some 
objectionable.  They  express  their  views  on  these  supposed  or  real 
differences  in  parallel  columns.  Doubtless,  there  are  other  churches, 
which,  with  a similar  liberty,  can  adopt  the  entire  Confession.  Now, 
where  is  this  matter  to  end?  Where  will  the  Westminster  stand- 
ards be  found,  in  a short  time  ? In  the  hands  of  their  foes,  or  of 
their  friends  ? 

But  the  plan  of  the  Testimony  does  not  strike  our  mind  as  free 
from  objection.  It  presents  a doctrine,  or  fact,  and  then  inserts  a 
much  longer  piece,  by  way  of  illustration  or  argument.  Why  this 
mixture  of  truth  and  argument,  the  one  a term  of  communion,  the 
other  not  ? And  why  do  this  in  the  Testimony,  rather  than  in  the 
Confession?  And  if  a Testimony  be  made  to  testify  against  error 
and  prevailing  sins,  why  not  name  them,  and  judicially  testify 
against  and  condemn  them  ? But  this  Testimony,  as  has  been  said, 
condemns  no  error  or  sin,  only  by  implication.  We  vastly  prefer 
a testimony  of  more  point. 

4.  Of  the  superiority  or  inferiority  of  this  Basis  to  the  Confes- 
sion, as  it  is,  we  express  no  opinion  ; not  because  w'e  have  none, 
but  because,  we  think,  before  any  Basis  be  written,  there  should  be 
an  agreement  as  to  its  form  or  plan.  This  being  done,  one  im- 
portant step  is  taken  or  gained  ; and  what  remains,  is  reduced  to 
the  simple  question  of  agreement,  or  disagreement,  with  the  Bible. 
If  they  cannot  agree  as  to  the  form,  why  proceed  to  the  work  of 
making  a Testimony?  And  if  they  agree  as  to  the  form,  when  the 
Testimony  or  Basis  is  formed,  if  they  do  not  then  agree,  it  will  be 
an  easy  matter  to  say,  and  to  see,  wherein  they  differ.  As  it  is, 
some  object  to  the  plan,  some  to  the  matter,  and  some  to  both. 
The  more  simple  things  are,  the  better ; the  more  simple  and  few 
the  terms  of  communion,  the  better.  The  standards  are  for  the 
people  as  well  as  for  the  ministers. 

6.  In  concluding  this  notice  of  the  Basis,  the  following  thought, 
not  new,  but  confirmed  by  this  effort  at  union,  is  cast  out : What 
is  it  ? That  there  is,  perhaps,  a blunder  in  this,  and  in  all  the  pre- 
vious efforts  made  as  to  Church  union.  They  usually  begin  by  ex- 
pressing a high  degree  of  estimation  as  to  the  Westminster  stand- 
ards ; the  standards  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  the  church  of  their 
forefa  thers.  Then  there  is  a qualification  of  this  approbation,  in  one 
or  more  respects,  that  goes  far  to  shake  or  diminish  our  regard  for 
the  venerability  of  these  documents  of  our  forefathers.  The  sug- 
gestion now  is,  either  take  these  standards  as  they  are,  or  form 
new  ones  for  ourselves,  and  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  our  day 
and  place.  These  standards  were  the  foundations  of  the  Church’s 
unity  in  her  better  days.  Why  not  make  them  the  basis  still  of  a 
Reformed  Church?  What  has  been  gained  by  leaving  or  altering 
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them  ? They  are  still  worthy  of  the  whole  united  Church  to  espouse, 
and  with  them  for  her  banner,  she  might  go  forth  to  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  world,  and  the  salvation  of  the  Church.  But  as  the 
church  of  one  land  has  no  prescriptive  right  to  form  a creed  for 
the  church  in  another  land,  let  the  church,  or  churches,  in  the 
United  States,  holding  to  what  they  respectively  have,  make  an 
effort  to  present  the  symbols  of  their  profession  in  a form  adapted 
to  their  own  day.  In  doing  so,  she  may  not  recede  from  present 
or  past  attainments ; but  she  might  go  forward  in  a more  clear, 
full,  and  perfect  exhibition  of  the  truth,  than  has  hitherto  been 
effected.  Why  not  try  it  ? In  the  effort  there  is  nothing  to  be 
lost,  and  much  may  be  gained.  Each  church,  in  the  meantime,  holds 
to  its  own  standards,  and,  in  case  they  agree,  they  come  together, 
holding  to  the  same  things,  and  walking  by  the  same  rule.  Then 
Zion  shall  “look  forth  as  the  morning,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as 
the  sun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners.”  “ Out  of  Zion  is 
the  perfection  of  beauty.”  “Arise,  shine,  for  thy  light  is  come.” 


THE  EASTERN  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, 

IRELAND. 

Mr.  Editor  : — You  will  find  herewith*  some  extracts  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  Eastern  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  Ire- 
land, at  their  last  meeting,  held  in  Cullybackey,  commencing 
July  10, 1855.  With  these  brethren,  whom  we  consider  the  repre- 
sentatives of  our  Church  in  Ireland,  we  deeply  sympathize.  In 
sustaining  the  cause  of  God  and  truth  committed  to  their  care, 
they  have  endured  much  opposition,  but  you  will  be  glad  to  learn 
that  their  faith  fails  not,  and  that  there  is  encouragement  to  hope 
that  times  of  peace,  prosperity,  and  progress  are  about  to  be 
enjoyed  by  them.  Their  ministry  is  learned,  laborious,  and  very 
highly  esteemed  by  the  Christian  community ; their  eldership  is 
intelligent  and  active  ; their  people  are  well-informed,  exemplary, 
liberal.  United  as  they  all  are  in  sound  doctrine,  in  zealous  and 
persevering  effort  in  the  work  of  the  Gospel,  in  a comprehensive 
and  enlightened  application  of  the  genuine  principles  of  our 
Church,  we  may  hope  that  as  the  days  have  been  in  which  they 
have  been  afflicted  and  seen  evil,  so  God  will  make  them  glad.  To 
the  delegation  of  our  General  Synod  which  visited  Ireland  last 
summer  they  gave  a most  cordial  reception — a true,  warm-hearted, 
generous,  Irish  welcome,  indicating  a regard  for  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  in  this  country,  which  should  be,  which  We 
trust  is,  by  all  our  members,  most  fully  reciprocated. 

ABSTRACT. 

“Cullybackey,  Tuesday,  10th  July,  1856. 

“The  Eastern  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  met,  accord- 
ing to  appointment,  in  the  Rev.  John  G.  M’Vicker’s  Church,  and 
was  constituted  by  prayer  by  the  Moderator,  the  Rev.  John  G. 
M’Vicker. 
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“ The  following  ministers  and  ruling  elders  were  present : 

Mi'om  the  Belfast  Presbytery — Rev.  Messrs.  William  Close,  R. 
M.  Henry,  John  G.  M’Vicker,  ministers  ; Messrs.  William  Snoddy, 
John  M’Vicker,  Joseph  Lynn,  x\ndrew  Blakely,  ruling  elders. 

'’'•Berry  Presbytery — Rev.  Messrs.  Samuel  B.  Stevenson,  John 
P.  Marcus,  ministers;  Messrs.  Thos.  Stevenson,  James  Steel, 
ruling  elders. 

“The  Rev.  John  G.  M’Vicker  preached  a very  excellent  and 
appropriate  discourse  from  1 Chronicles  12  : 32 — ‘Men  that  had 
understanding  of  the  times,  to  know  what  Israel  ought  to  do.’ 

“ The  Rev.  William  Close  is  unanimously  chosen  Moderator. 

“It  is  resolved — That  Synod  instruct  the  several  ministers  to 
call  the  attention  of  their  respective  congregations,  at  as  early  a 
date  as  convenient  to  them,  to  the  Scriptural  obligation  of  social 
worship,  and  to  the  advantages  likely  to  result  from  its  more  care- 
ful maintenance.  And  it  is  further  resolved — That,  on  the  first 
Sabbath  of  October,  the  subject  of  revivals  be  made  the  theme  of 
discourse  by  all  the  ministers  of  this  Synod,  and  that  the  public 
services  of  the  day  be  followed  by  a congregational  prayer-meet- 
ing, with  special  reference  to  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
upon  the  Church.  Synod  recommend,  where  practicable,  the 
organization  of  regular  monthly  meetings  for  prayer  in  reference 
to  this  object.  The  time  of  meeting  to  be  the  first  Monday  of  the 
month. 

“ Resolved — That,  at  the  conclusion  of  public  worship  on  the 
Sabbath  immediately  preceding  the  meeting  of  Synod,  a general 
prayer-meeting  be  held  in  each  of  our  coftgregations,  to  supplicate 
the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  deliberations  of  Synod. 

“ The  following  report  is  submitted  by  the  Committee  appointed 
for  the  republication  of  the  works  of  the  late  Dr.  Paul : The  Com- 
mittee have  pleasure  in  reporting  that,  having  published  a pro- 
spectus and  obtained  a large  number  of  subscribers,  they  have  been 
enabled,  through  the  kind  and  efficient  co-operation  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Bates,  to  accomplish  the  work  intrusted  to  them  by  Synod.  The 
works  of  the  late  Dr.  Paul  on  the  Arian  and  Arminian  contro- 
versies are  now  published,  and  the  Committee  believe  that  the 
cause  of  truth  will  be  signally  benefited  by  the  circulation  of 
writings  of  such  acknowledged  excellence. 

“ Resolved — That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  be  received, 
and  that  they  be  continued  in  ofiice. 

“Resolved — That  Synod  recommend  that  a second  volume  of  Dr. 
Paul’s  works,  including  his  sermons,  be  published,  and  request  the 
Rev.  R.  M.  Henry  to  consult  with  Messrs.  Shepherd  & Aitchison 
on  the  subject. 

“ A document  is  laid  upon  the  table  of  Synod  by  Rev.  J.  G. 
M’Vicker,  intrusted  to  him  by  the  Rev.  Hugh  M’Millan,  who,  last 
year,  visited  this  country  as  a delegate  from  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  America.  The  members  of 
Court  take  a deep  interest  in  the  subjects  to  which,  in  this  docu- 
ment, their  attention  is  solicited ; and  it  is  resolved,  that  the  paper 
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be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  with  instructions 
to  prepare  an  address  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Refermed 
Presbyterian  Church  in  America,  embracing  the  subjects  contained 
in  the  communication  received  from  their  delegate.  Rev.  Hugh 
M’Millan. 

“It  is  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Missions,  that,  after  due 
diligence,  they  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  a suitable  person  to 
act  as  Scripture-reader.  This  report  is  received,  and  Synod 
order  that  the  funds  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  be  for- 
warded to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society  in 
connection  with  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  in  America,  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  Mission. 

“ The  Committee  of  Correspondence  report,  that,  owing  to  a 
variety  of  circumstances,  the  Committee  did  not  meet  until  the 
present  week,  A communication  has  been  prepared  by  the  Com- 
mittee, designed,  with  the  approbation  of  Synod,  to  be  transmitted 
immediately  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  other  Synod  of 
Covenanters  in  this  country. 

“It  is  resolved — That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  be  received, 
and  that  they  be  instructed  to  forward  the  letter  which  they  have 
prepared. 

“ Resolved — That  the  Rev,  R.  M.  Henry  be  appointed  to  attend 
an  early  meeting  of  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  Ireland,  as  a 
deputation  from  this  Synod,  and  that  he  be  instructed  to  convey 
to  that  Presbytery  an  expression  of  the  esteem  and  sympathy  with 
which  we  regard  them,  in  the  maintenance  of  those  principles  in 
which  we  are  agreed. 

“Resolved — That  a collection  on  behalf  of  the  American  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Foreign  Mission  be  taken  up  in  all  our  con- 
gregations on  the  first  Sabbath  of  October,  or  on  such  other 
Sabbath  about  that  time  as  may  better  suit  congregational  arrange- 
ments. 

“to  the  COMMITTEE  OP  CORRESPONDENCE  APPOINTED  BY  THE 
REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  SYNOD. 

“Dear  Brethren  : — We  would  sooner  have  opened  a commu- 
nication with  you  had  the  distance  and  engagements  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Committee  not  prevented  its  earlier  meeting.  We 
hailed  your  appointment  with  satisfaction — we  still  regard  it  with 
pleasure.  We  could  have  wished,  indeed,  that  your  Synod  had 
accompanied  it  with  such  an  expression  of  kind  feeling  towards  us 
as  appeared  more  than  once  on  the  Minutes  of  our  Synod  towards 
you ; but  looking  on  that  appointment  as  itself,  to  some  extent,  a 
proof  of  such  feeling,  with  similar  feelings  we  enter  on  this  cor- 
respondence ; and  these,  we  would  hope,  will  be  confirmed  by  our 
communications,  and  on  both  sides  more  fully  expressed. 

“The  division  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  neither 
gave  our  fathers,  in  whose  day  it  occurred,  nor  does  it  give  us,  any 
pleasure.  It  was,  it  is,  matter  of  profound  grief.  In  a day 
when  other  Churches  are  uniting,  it  cannot  but  be  matter  of 
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sorrow,  that  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  has  been  rent 
asunder.  It  would  be  painful — it  would  be  unprofitable,  to  review 
the  history  of  that  division.  We  will  not,  however,  brethren, 
have  it  supposed  that  we  believe  it  to  have  been  unnecessary.  On 
a calm  review  of  the  whole  matter,  and  after  many  years  have,  we 
trust,  removed  much  of  the  heat  and  prejudice  of  controversy,  we 
believe  it  to  have  been  painfully  necessary,  but  we  do  not  believe 
it  to  be  irremediable.  Surely  the  breach  is  not  so  wide  that  it 
cannot  be  healed.  Wisdom  is  profitable  to  direct.  Mutual  counsel 
may  suggest  and  mature  a remedy.  We  would  invite  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  from  you  on  this  subject. 

“Awaiting  an  early  reply,  we  convey  to  you  the  assurance  of 
our  best  wishes. 

“ Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the 
Eastern  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod. 

“John  G.  M’Vicker, 

“ Convener. 

“ To  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Stavely,  D.D.,  Convener,  &c. 

'•  CULLTBACKEY,  12th  July,  1855.” 


THE  JEWISH  MISSION  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

In  our  last  number  mention  was  made  of  a mission  having  been 
commenced  in  this  city,  with  special  reference  to  the  Jews,  under 
the  friendly  regards  more  especially  of  the  Associate,  the  Associate 
Reformed,  and  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Churches.  The  follow- 
ing report  for  the  month  of  February  will  be  found  interesting,  and 
is  well  calculated  to  excite  prayer  and  effort  on  behalf  of  the  “ lost 
sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel.” — Ed. 

“The  complaint  of  Jehovah  concerning  the  Jews,  was:  ‘Israel 
doth  not  know,  my  people  doth  not  consider.’  It  is  so  with  them 
still ; and  our  only  hope  for  them  is  in  their  being  brought  to  peruse 
the  word  of  God,  and  such  publications  as  unfold  the  character 
both  of  Judaism  and  Christianity.  In  visiting  them,  in  this  city, 
every  effort,  therefore,  is  put  forth  to  induce  them  to  read  the 
Bible  and  tracts  bearing  upon  these  subjects,  and  there  is  encou- 
raging  reason  to  think  that  such  efforts  are  not  in  vain  in  the 
Lord. 

“Calling  upon  a Mr.  H.,  who  was  engaged  at  the  time,  I opened 
a conversation  with  an  elderly  Israelite  who  was  present,  on  the 
truth  of  the  word  of  God.  I found  him  possessed  of  considerable 
intelligence  and  learning,  but  he  has  been  drinking  in  the  spirit  of 
Moses  Mendelsohn’s  teachings,  and  is  now  an  adherent  to  the  neo- 
logy of  Germany.  For  a long  time  we  discussed  the  most  import- 
ant of  all  subjects,  and  at  length  he  requested  me  to  supply  him 
with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  confessing  he  had  nothing  of  God’s  word 
in  his  possession,  and  thus  presenting  the  painful  spectacle  of  an 
Israelite,  at  least  threescore  years  old,  utterly  destitute  of  the 
means  of  knowing  the  will  of  the  God  of  his  fathers.  I supplied 
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him  with  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  also  tracts,  and 
received  his  promise  to  call  on  me. 

“ The  present  month  has  been  a more  encouraging'season  than  the 
last.  In  one  family,  for  instance,  there  were  present  five  Jewesses 
and  two  Jews,  who  cheerfully  engaged  in  a religious  conversation, 
in  which  I was  permitted  to  set  forth  Jesus  as  the  promised  Messiah, 
and  they  cordially  undertook  to  read  the  tracts  which  I left  with 
them.  On  another  occasion,  I opened  an  argument  Avith  two  Israel- 
ites in  Kensington,  from  the  Prophecies,  now  in  progress  of  fulfil- 
ment, and  this  conversation  paved  the  w'ay  for  my  presenting  the 
claims  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  as  the  only  Saviour  and  sacrifice  for 
sin.  A tract  was  gratefully  received,  and  an  invitation  to  call  on 
them  again  was  cordially  given.  Also  an  elderly  Israelite  near 
the  Delaware  River,  and  a young  man  in  the  same  place,  listened 
to  me  with  unusual  attention ; and,  while  explaining  to  them  the 
Scriptures,  and  presenting  the  salvation  of  God,  their  gladdened 
countenances  and  attentive  manner  evinced  their  deep  interest.  I 
left  a tract  for  their  edification. 

“On  the  Jewish  Sabbath  I went  to  a Jewish  family,  where  quite  a 
number  of  Jewesses  were  assembled.  While  conversing  with  a 
young  lady  living  in  the  house,  I found  her  totally  ignorant  of  the 
law  of  Moses  and  of  the  law  of  Christ.  When  I laid  the  laAV  be- 
fore her,  she  was  astonished  at  my  statements.  It  was  all  new  to 
her.  Yet  she  professes  to  be  a member  of  the  Jewish  synagogue, 
and  is  only  one  of  the  multitude,  here  and  elsew’here,  shrouded  in 
moral  darkness.  My  work  is,  indeed,  a breaking  up  of  the  fallow 
ground. 

“In  the  southeastern  section  of  the  city  I met  three  Israelites  to- 
gether. After  taking  a seat,  a young  Jew  from  Savannah,  Geo., 
being  present,  entered  very  freely  and  cordially  into  a discussion, 
and,  as  the  occasion  became  interesting,  Mr.  S.  joined,  and  for 
most  of  the  time  we  dwelt  upon  the  Prophecies  relating  to  the 
sacrificial  offering  of  Christ,  in  which  all  seemed  to  take  a lively 
interest.  This  discussion  was  protracted,  and  before  leaving  I Avas 
permitted  to  distribute  tracts  freely  among  them. 

“ A visit  to  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Mr. , priest  of  the  Jewish 

Synagogue  in Street,  was  made ; but,  he  being  out,  and  this 

being  the  second  time  of  my  calling,  I addressed  his  Avife.  She  is 
quite  a Avorldly,  though  intelligent  lady.  She  first  opposed  greatly 
my  views,  and  expressed  herself  quite  unAvilling  to  meddle  Avith  the 
things  of  God, — fully  satisfied,  she  said,  that  all  Avould  be  well  at 
last.  I reminded  her,  hoAvever,  that  God  has  ordered  minutely  all 
things  in  his  law ; that  rules  for  the  conduct  of  all  his  creatures 
are  laid  down,  line  upon  line  ; and  that  all  are  responsible  to  Him, 
and  are  watched  by  Him,  as  the  Judge  of  all  men.  She  became 
deeply  interested;  and,  though  she  frankly  stated  she  did  not  think 
that  it  was  necessary  to  take  the  pains  to  search  whether  Christ 
was  the  Messiah,  or  not,  yet  she  attentively  listened  to  all  my  re- 
marks, and  cordially  invited  me  to  call  again. 

“I  have  distributed,  during  the  month,  1 Hebrew  Bible  ; 1 Ger- 
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man  do.,  with  New  Testament ; 1 Hebrew  Gospel  of  Matthew ; 1 
do.  do.  John;  2 English  Gospels;  and  316  pages  of  Tracts,  in 
three  different  languages.  As  to  these  distributions  of  Divine 
truth,  who  can  tell  what  God  may  yet  do  thereby  ? A short  time 
since  the  English  papers  announced  the  conversion  of  a Jewish 
Rabbi,  at  Edinburgh,  Bazaleel  Herbertsman,  by  means  of  a tract 
put  into  his  hands  by  a brother  Israelite. 

“ Respectfully  submitted,  S.  Bonhomme, 

Missionary. 

“Philadelphia,  February  29,  1856.” 


LETTER  FROM  REV.  D.  HERRON. 


Calcutta,  November  22,  1855. 

Rev.  T.  W.  J.  Wylie. 

My  Dear  Sir  ! We  landed,  at  this  place  on  the  10th  instant. 
Our  attention,  since  our  arrival,  has  been  almost  wholly  engaged 
with  strange  sights,  and  in  making  preparations  for  travelling  into 
the  interior.  Arrangements  are  now  made  for  our  party  to  start 
early  in  the  beginning  of  next  week. 

Thus  far  we  have  to  say  : Only  goodness  and  mercy  have  follotved 
us.  I look  back  over  our  journeyings  with  a heart  full  of  gratitude 
to  God.  Our  voyage  across  the  ocean  was  speedy  and  pleasant. 
From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  it,  the  wind  did  not  blow  what 
might  be  called  a gale.  We  did  not  see  one  mountain  billow.  We 
had  not  one  moment’s  alarm.  The  voyage  was  one  of  pleasure, 
rather  than  trial. 

Captain  Meacom  identified  himself,  from  the  first,  with  our  party. 
He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  make  us  comfortable.  1 cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  him  as  a man,  as  a master  of  a vessel,  or  as  a 
friend.  He  endeared  himself  to  us  all.  He  has  a deep  place  in 
the  heart  of  every  one  of  us. 

Our  society,  made  up  of  Captain  Meacom  and  our  Missionary 
company,  was  very  pleasant.  We  read  together  several  hours 
every  day  the  greater  part  of  the  voyage.  We  had  worship  every 
evening  between  decks  ; preaching  every  Sabbath  at  10  o’clock ; 
Bible  class  at  7 o’clock  Saturday  evening ; prayer-meeting  on 
Wednesday  evenings,  and  monthly  concert  on  the  first  Monday  of 
every  month.  A number  of  seamen  attended  regularly  worship, 
preaching,  and  Bible  class,  and,  we  trust,  received  some  good. 

I will  not  now  attempt  to  describe  my  feelings,  on  first  seeing 
the  shores  of  India,  and  the  crowds  of  its  almost  naked  inhabitants. 
I have  seen  strange  things.  But  here,  where  we  expected  nothing 
but  spiritual  barrenness  and  drought,  God  has  made  us  to  lie  down 
in  green  pastures,  and  has  led  us  beside  still  waters.  The  day  I 
landed  at  Calcutta,  our  party  received  an  invitation  to  meet  with 
the  congregation  of  the  Free  Church  to  which  Dr.  Duff  belongs. 
We  accepted  the  invitation  with  gladness,  and  I can  truly  say  that 
I never  enjoyed  more  the  fellowship  of  brethren.  My  heart  was 
full  and  overflowing. 
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On  Wednesday  evening  I was  called  upon  to  makeafew  remarks 
in  place  of  the  Aveekly  lecture.  Mr.  Milne,  the  pastor  of  the  con- 
gregation, spoke  of  our  church  as  affording  a noble  example  in 
missionary  work — an  example,  second  only  to  the  Moravians  in 
their  best  days. 

I send  my  love  to  all  my  brethren  in  the  ministry  and  my  breth- 
ren in  Christ.  I will  never  forget  their  kindness  and  love.  Excuse 
this  hurried  note.  I will  Avrite  you  fully,  Avhen  I arrive  at  the  end 
of  my  journey.  Yours  in  Christ, 

D.  Herron. 


LETTER  FROM  REV.  D.  HERRON. 

Saharanpuk,  Dec.  22,  1855. 

Mr.  George  H.  Stuart. — After  a pilgrimage  of  months,  I find 
myself  at  home,  under  the  hospitable  roof  of  our  common  friend, 
Mr.  Campbell.  I alighted  at  his  door  a little  after  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th,  and  was  warmly  received  by  him  and  Mrs. 
Campbell,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodside,  and  also  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
CalderAvood,  who  had  arrived  a week  before  me.  I recognized  the 
mission  buildings  and  grounds  at  once,  from  the  view  of  them  found 
in  the  “ Banner  of  the  Covenant,”  and  never  did  I approach  or 
enter  a place,  apart  from  home,  with  as  much  satisfaction — it  was 
the  end  of  my  journey,  the  place  of  meeting  with  friends,  the 
probable  scene  of  the  future  labors  of  ray  life,  and  the  spot  so  dear 
to  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  children  of  God  at  home,  and  for 
which  their  prayers  have  so  long  ascended.  I saw  the  spire  of 
the  church  above  the  beautiful  trees  that  adorn  this  part  of  the 
country,  long  before  I came  near  it,  and  pointing  to  heaven,  it 
seemed  to  mark  one  spot  redeemed  from  idolatry,  and  consecrated 
to  God. 

While  in  Calcutta,  I wrote  Mr.  Wylie  a brief  account  of  our 
pleasant  voyage  across  the  ocean.  Our  journey  up  the  country 
calls  as  loudly  for  gratitude  to  God.  It  was  short,  safe,  and  pleasant. 
We  travelled  by  railroad  120  miles,  and  the  rest  of  the  way,  about 
1000  miles,  by  Avhat  is  called  “ Carriage  Dauk.”  Each  carriage 
contains  two  passengers,  and  is  drawn  by  one  horse.  A fresh 
horse  is  put  in  every  6 miles,  and  is  driven  his  stage  at  a full  gal- 
lop. You  are  carried  along  at  this  rate  night  and  day.  The  car- 
riage is  so  constructed  that  you  can  lie  down,  and  having  blankets 
and  quilts  with  us,  Ave  slept  comfortably  at  night.  My  companion 
was  a young  colored  man.  He  Avas  modest,  intelligent,  and  edu- 
cated. I experienced  no  difficulty  from  Avant  of  the  language  as 
long  as  he  Avas  Avith  me,  as  he  did  all  the  talking  with  the  natives, 
but  Avhen  he  left  me,  I was  sometimes  at  a great  loss.  Sometimes 
when  I Avished  to  ask  something  from  the  drivers  or  others,  I would 
stand  and  talk  Avith  them  a Avhile,  and  they,  in  turn,  would  talk 
Avith,  or  rather  at  me,  and,  being  as  wise  Avhen  A\'e  began,  as  Avhen 
we  ended,  Ave  Avould,  by  common  consent,  give  it  up  in  despair. 
Before  the  young  man  left  me,  however,  I had  learned  from  him  a 
few  words  and  phrases,  by  means  of  Avhich,  Avith  the  help  of  signs 
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and  gestures,  I could  make  known  my  most  common  wants.  My 
companion  left  me  at  Allahabad — the  rest  of  the  way  I travel- 
led alone.  I sometimes  felt  lonely,  but  never  afraid.  Though  I 
was  a stranger  in  a strange  land,  driven  by  natives,  and  surrounded 
by  crowds  of  naked,  black-skinned  men  ; not  able  to  speak  a sen- 
tence of  their  language,  and  they  ignorant  of  every  word  of  mine, 
and  not  seeing  the  face  or  habitation  of  a European,  it  might  be, 
for  days,  yet  I felt  quite  safe. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Road,  on  which  we  travelled  to  Meerut,  72 
miles  distant  from  Saharanpur,  is  the  best  road  I ever  saw.  It  is 
made  of  a kind  of  limestone,  I think  peculiar  to  this  country.  It 
is  broken  up  fine  and  laid  on  the  road  in  layers.  Each  layer  is 
flooded  with  water — little  mud  walls  being  made  along  the  sides 
of  the  roads  to  keep,  for  the  time,  the  water  from  running  off — and 
is  pounded  with  heavy  wooden  mallets.  The  whole,  by  means  of 
the  water  and  the  pounding,  becomes  a solid  mass.  The  road  is 
very  smooth,  and,  excepting  part  of  a day’s  drive,  is  almost  per- 
fectly level. 

I left  Calcutta  on  the  10th  inst.,  stopped  12  hours  at  the  mission 
station,  at  Allahabad,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Munnis  ; spent  Sabbath 
and  Monday  of  this  week  at  Futtegurh,  where  the  missionaries  of 
several  stations  were  holding  a conference,  and  arrived  here  on 
Thursday  morning,  the  20th.  Futtegurh  was  twenty  miles  out  of 
my  way,  but  I visited  it  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Campbell,  that  I 
might  become  acquainted  with  the  missionaries  of  the  lower  stations, 
all  of  whom  were  expected  to  attend  an  annual  conference,  the 
conference  at  that  place  meeting  on  the  15th  of  this  month,  instead 
of  the  1st,  as  Mr.  Campbell  supposed  when  he  wrote.  He  sent 
letters  to  meet  me  at  Futtegurh,  requesting  me  to  hurry  on  to  at- 
tend a meeting  of  our  Presbytery  at  Saharanpur.  Accordingly  I 
proceeded  on  my  journey,  and  arrived  here  the  next  morning. 
Presbytery  had  adjourned.  The  student  of  theology,  Theodore 
Wylie,  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Mr.  Calderwood  is  to 
be  stationed  at  Saharanpur — he  is  now  on  a visit  at  Debra.  I am 
to  be  associated  with  Mr.  Woodside.  I start  for  my  station  on 
Wednesday.  Yesterday  morning  I heard  one  of  the  young  natives 
preach  and  converse  in  the  Bazaar.  I long  to  be  able  to  speak 
the  language.  It  is  delightful  to  hear  the  orphan  boys  sing  the 
psalms,  and  to  hear  prayer  offered  up  in  their  tongue  at  evening 
worship,  though  I cannot  understand  a word  that  is  uttered.  Praiy 
for  me,  dear  brother,  that  I may  have  a heart  wholly  for  the  Lord 
and  his  work. 

Remember  me  to  your  Sabbath  School.  Tell  them  that  they 
shall  hear  from  me  as  soon  as  I am  settled.  Pardon  this  short  un- 
interesting letter.  I will  write  you  and  all  the  brethren  fully,  as 
soon  as  I am  able.  I remember  all  your  kindness  and  interest. 
May  the  Lord  reward  you  abundantly  with  his  grace.  My  love  to 
all  your  family,  and  to  all  the  friends. 

Yours  in  Christ,  David  Herron. 

I like  Mr.  Campbell  very  much.  He  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have 
been  like  a father  and  mother  to  me.  D.  H. 
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LETTER  FROM  REV.  J.  R.  CAMPBELL. 

Mission  House,  Saharanpur,  Dec.  22d,  1855. 

My  Very  Dear  Brother  Stuart: 

I have  a great  deal  to  say  to-day,  but  very  little  time  to  say  it. 
Our  dear  brethren  for  whom  we  have  long  looked,  have  arrived  at 
last,  and  you  may  imagine,  better  than  I can  describe,  the.  joyful 
feelings  produced  in  our  hearts,  by  seeing  them  in  the  face,  and 
taking  sweet  counsel  together  on  many  subjects  connected  with  the 
interests  of  Christ’s  Kingdom,  and  our  labors  in  this  land,  as  well 
as  concerning  the  Church  at  home,  to  which  we  are  all  so  warmly 
attached.  How  often  we  have  talked  about  you  all,  about  the  in- 
teresting farewell  meetings  on  the  departure  of  these  brethren,  and 
the  goodness  of  God  to  them  on  their  long  journey.  It  has  indeed 
been  to  us  all  a sweet  season  of  refreshing.  We  are  much  pleased 
with  the  brethren  you  have  sent  us.  They  are  men  of  the  right 
stamp,  and,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  admirably  suited  to  the  missionary 
work.  Men  of  talent,  of  piety,  and  of  liberal  Christian  spirit, 
who  will  do  honor  to  the  cause,  and  to  the  Church  that  has  sent 
them  forth.  For  the  present,  it  has  been  decided  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Calderwood  remain  here,  and  that  Mr.  Herron  go  to  Dehra. 
Being  a single  man,  he  can  be  accommodated  very  well  in  the 
large  mission  house  there.  Mr.  Caldwell  goes  immediately  to 
Roorkee,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lowrie  having  given  us  permission  to 
occupy  that  place  as  a station,  if  we  can  do  so  without  any  extra 
draw  upon  them  for  means  to  build  or  rent  a house,  etc.  This  we 
hope  to  do  from  the  benevolence  of  our  Christian  friends  in  India, 
and  some  assistance  from  the  Foreign  Missionary  Board  of  our  own 
Church.  It  is  a very  promising  place  to  commence  a station,  and 
it  is  so  near  to  Dehra  and  Saharanpur,  that  we  will  be  sufficiently 
close  to  meet  and  assist  each  other  at  any  time  it  may  be  necessary 
to  do  so.  I was  never  before  so  much  encouraged  in  the  mission- 
ary work.  We  have  before  us,  in  the  arrival  of  these  brethren,  an 
undoubted  evidence  of  the  deep  interest  felt  in  it  by  the  Church  at 
home.  We  see  that  they  are  the  very  men  to  carry  forward  the 
great  work  which  has  been  commenced.  And  we  have  just  had  to 
rejoice  at  an  event  here,  which  has  given  us  no  little  pleasure.  At 
a meeting  of  Presbytery  this  week,  which  was  held  three  days  in 
succession,  the  four  students  of  theology  under  our  care,  delivered 
discourses  as  specimens  of  their  improvement.  Theodorus  W.  J. 
Wylie  was  carefully  examined  in  Greek  and  Hebrew,  the  only 
parts  of  his  trials  for  licensure  that  remained,  and  all  being  very 
satisfactory,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Everlasting  Gospel. 
This  being  the  first  event  of  the  kind  in  this  Presbytery,  and  like 
“the  beginning  of  days,”  in  the  preparation  of  a native  ministry, 
we  could  not  but  “ thank  God,  and  take  courage  ” in  prosecuting 
the  missionary  enterprise.  I believe  also  that  our  new  brethren 
Avhose  names  have  been  enrolled  in  Presbytery,  are  not  only 
pleased,  but  delighted  Avith  all  they  have  seen  here.  Indeed  I 
have  heard  them  both  thank  God  for  allowing  them  to  come  to  this 
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heathen  land,  and  also  saying  that  they  had  never  for  a moment 
regretted  the  step  they  had  taken,  in  leaving  their  homes  and 
country  for  the  Saviour’s  cause.  I am  glad  to  notice  that  they  are 
not  gloomy,  desponding  men,  but  cheerful,  and  resolved  to  meet 
difficulties  in  a calm  Christian  spirit,  and  to  be  happy,  and  pleased 
with  everything  around  them.  Brother  and  sister  Woodside  left 
us  day  before  yesterday,  and  took  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calderwood  along 
to  spend  a week  and  to  see  Dehra. 

J.  R.  Campbell. 


THE  CLOSING  OF  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

The  Theological  Seminary  should  have,  and  we  hope  has,  a place 
in  the  affections  of  every  member  in  the  Church.  For  in  whatever 
aspect  we  view  the  Church,  as  to  her  present,  or  her  future,  the 
Seminary  is  identified  with  her  very  life.  In  the  entire  history  of 
our  Church  in  this  country,  perhaps,  there  is  no  period  when  so 
strongly  has  been  felt  the  necessity  of  a well-sustained  Theological 
Seminary.  And,  notwithstanding  this,  the  supply  coming  forth 
from  our  Theological  Hall  is  entirely  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the 
Church. 

This  defect  cannot  now  be  traced  to,  and  charged  upon,  the 
Church  in  her  collective  capacity.  For  she  has  not  only  reorganized 
the  “ School  of  the  Prophets,”  but  reorganized  it  in  such  a form 
with  regard  to  its  mode  of  instruction,  &c.,  that  any  defect  cannot 
be  traced  to  the  Seminary  as  an  institution. 

Had  the  Church  been  privileged  to  wait  upon  the  closing  exer- 
cises of  the  Seminary  recently  held  in  this  city,  she  would  have  been 
perfectly  satisfied  on  this  point.  Throughout  the  entire  examina- 
tion, which  was  continued  for  two  days,  the  students  gave  every 
evidence,  not  only  of  great  improvement,  but  from  the  nature  of 
their  instructions,  with  a full  course,  they  cannot  but  be  men  who 
will  be  thoroughly  qualified  for  the  office  of  the  Gospel  Ministry. 
The  sermons  delivered  by  the  students  at  the  end  of  the  examination 
were  of  a high  order,  and  were  listened  to  by  a very  large  audience  of 
members  from  the  various  churches  in  the  city,  with  a great  deal  of 
satisfaction,  and  received  high  commendation  from  the  Board  of 
Superintendents.  The  number  of  students  was  somewhat  of  an  in- 
crease from  last  session,  but  still  a meagre  representation  of  our 
Church,  to  be  found  in  her  Theological  Hall.  Seven  students  entered 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  but  from  severe  indisposition,  two 
were  obliged  to  withdraw  from  their  studies  for  the  present — 
Messrs.  W.  Harvey  Reed,  and  George  Hogg.  We  hope  that  in  the 
providence  of  God,  both  these  young  men  (who  during  the  time 
they  were  able  to  attend  gave  such  promise  of  future  usefulness) 
will  be  fully  restored  and  prepared  to  enter  in  their  respective 
classes  on  the  coming  session,  and  prepare  themselves  fully  for  the 
work  on  which  their  hearts  are  so  much  set.  The  other  students 
gave  diligent  attendance  and  attention,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
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session  received  mucli  commendation  from  the  Professors  for  their 
conduct  in  the  Seminary,  as  -well  as  from  the  Board,  for  their 
improvement.  The  following  is  the  present  standing  of  the 
students. 

Mr.  Matthew  McBride  (resident  licentiate),  as  having  com- 
pleted his  course. 

Mr.  Samuel  Boyd,  as  having  completed  his  second  and  entered 
upon  his  third  year. 

Mr.  Robert  McMillan,  in  the  same  position. 

Mr.  W.  Harvey  Reed,  in  the  same  position. 

Mr.  H.  Graham  Finney,  as  having  completed  his  first,  and 
entered  upon  the  second  year. 

Mr.  John  F.  Hill,  in  the  same  position. 

Mr.  Geo.  Hogg,  in  the  same  position. 

It  is  but  due  to  the  students  to  say,  that  in  the  several  churches 
in  the  city  with  which  they  were  connected  during  the  winter,  they 
rendered  much  service  in  the  Sabbath-Schools  and  other  mission 
operations  of  the  churches. 

The  Seminary  is  now  in  good  working  order.  Its  chief  want  is 
students,  and  this  is  a want  of  no  small  importance.  Like  the 
other  branches  of  Presbyterian  Zion,  it  becomes  us  as  a Church  to 
mourn  over  this  sad  state  of  things,  to  inquire  into  its  causes,  and 
turn  our  attention  to  its  remedy.  It  is  indeed  true  the  harvest 
is  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few.  With  the  parents  of  the  Church, 
did  time  permit  us,  we  should  like  to  enter  upon  an  examination  of 
this  question,  and  ask,  why  are  these  things  so  ? It  is  not  so,  that 
we  have  not  sanctified  talent,  among  the  young  men  of  our  Church, 
to  increase  largely  the  number  of  our  students. 

But  is  it  not  so,  that  the  parents,  and  it  may  be  the  Ministry  of 
the  Church,  are  negligent  in  keeping  this  subject  prominently  before 
their  children  and  their  congregations  ? We  hope  that  the  subject 
will  be  considered  by  all,  and  if  properly  reflected  on,  may  we  not 
in  another  session,  as  the  result  of  prayer  to  God,  and  the  faithful 
discharge  of  duty,  by  the  parents  and  Ministry  of  our  Church,  see 
a large  increase  in  the  number  of  our  students. 

We  cannot  close  our  brief  report  without  a word  on  the  expenses 
of  the  Seminary.  As  yet  the  Treasurer  has  heard  but  from  a very 
few  of  our  congregations.  The  Professors’  salaries  are  overdue. 
Will  not  the  Church  enable  the  Treasurer  at  once  to  discharge  this 
debt?  Synod  is  approaching,  and  as  the  large  majority  of  our 
churches  have  yet  to  report,  we  hope  they  will  at  once  forward 
their  respective  contributions,  to  be  reported  in  the  next  Banner. 
From  quite  a number  of  our  congregations  nothing  was  received 
last  year  for  the  Seminary.  Are  we  to  take  this  as  the  evidence 
of  their  appreciation  of  the  Ministry  ? The  Seminary  is  now  doing 
well — shall  it  be  sustained  ? 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents. 
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NEWS  FROM  INDIA. 

Just  as  we  are  going  to  press,  we  have  received  still  later  intelli- 
gence, dated  Saharanpur,  Jan.  22,  Roorkee,  Jan.  25,  which  Ave  will 
publish  in  the  next  number.  From  the  “ Letter  to  the  Students”  in 
a previous  number,  we  learned  with  regret  that  one  of  their  number, 
Thomas  Orr,  at  Saharanpur,  had  abandoned  his  profession.  It  will 
noAV  be  received  with  pleasure,  when  we  announce  his  repentance, 
his  return  to  the  mission,  and  open  renunciation  of  Mohamedanism, 
for  Avhich  see  the  coming  number.  It  Avill  be  seen  that  since  the 
arrival  of  the  late  reinforcement,  another  station  has  been  occupied 
by  our  brethren  there,  and  Mr.  Caldwell  placed  in  charge  of  it.  The 
new  station,  Roorkee,  is  23  miles  from  Saharanpur.  It  is  the  Bir- 
mingham or  SheflBeld  of  Hindoostan — the  headquarters  of  the 
Ganges  Canal  Works — the  seat  of  a large  Government  College  for 
the  education  of  Native  Engineers,  of  a Government  Printing 
Establishment,  &c., — a kind  of  model  establishment  to  show  the 
people  of  India  what  machinery  can  do  in  enlightened  countries. 
And  as  religion  ought  to  accompany  science  and  other  improvements 
in  society,  it  has  been  selected  as  a Mission  Station.  God  is  opening 
the  door  wide  and  effectual  in  India.  We  hope  to  see  the  Church 
coming  still  further  up  to  “ the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty.” 


LICENSURE  OF  MR.  T.  W.  J.  WYLIE. 

It  must  be  a source  of  gratitude  to  God,  throughout  the  entire 
Church,  to  hear  that  in  addition  to  the  other  fruit  gathered  by  our 
Missionaries  in  India,  one  has  been  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  to  his  brethren — strange  that  in  the  same  Aveek  our  dear 
brethren  Herron  and  Calderwood  reached  them,  they  should  receive 
still  further  aid  in  the  Avork  of  evangelizing  the  Heathen  by  the 
licensure  of  this  brother.  This  is  the  first  fruit — may  he  prove 
worthy  of  the  name  he  bears,  the  trust  committed  to  him,  and  be 
spared  long  to  labor  as  a faithful  ambassador  for  Jesus.  May  God 
bless  the  first  laborer  from  India’s  “ School  of  the  Prophets.” 


GENERAL  FUNDS  OF  THE  CHURCH— APPROACHING 
MEETING  OF  SYNOD. 

We  are  requested  by  the  Treasurers  of  the  various  Boards  in 
connection  AA’ith  the  Church,  to  call  the  attention  of  all  the  Congre- 
gations to  the  fact  that  it  is  desirable  that  all  collections  and  con- 
tributions should  be  reported,  not  later,  if  possible,  than  the  First 
of  May,  in  order  to  have  their  reports  properly  prepared  for  Synod. 
As  many  of  the  Congregations  do  not  report  finally,  till  the  meeting 
of  Synod,  it  causes  a great  deal  of  trouble,  and  renders  it  almost 
impossible  to  get  up  a properly  prepared  Report.  The  Treasurers 
of  the  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions,  Seminary,  &c.,  ask  it  as  a 
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special  favor  that  the  Congregations  throughout  the  Church  will 
attend  to  this  notice. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  on  the  4th  of  September,  1855,  Mrs.  Christina  Ander- 
son Gifford,  wife  of  Mr.  James  N.  Gifford,  of  New  York.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Robert  Walker,  of  New  York,  and  was 
born  in  that  city,  on  the  10th  of  August,  1823.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  she  entered  the  Sabbath-School  of  the  First  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church,  and  continued  in  it  until  she  had 
passed  through  its  various  classes,  had  herself  become  a teacher, 
and,  at  length,  the  wife  of  its  efficient  superintendent.  She  had 
derived  great  benefit  to  her  own  soul  from  the  blessed  associations 
and  influences  of  this  institution,  and  she  loved  and  sustained  it, 
until  the  close  of  her  life.  On  the  11th  of  November,.  1843,  she 
made  a profession  of  religion,,  and  was  publicly  admitted,  by  bap- 
tism, into  the  communion  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  Her  mental 
exercises  and  experiences,  as  then  made  known  to  her  pastor.  Dr. 
McLeod,  and  as  still  recollected  by  him,  were  intelligent,  candid, 
resolute,  and  satisfactory.  She  had  learned  and  well  understood 
the  plan  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  gave  evidence  that  she 
had  chosen  Him  as  her  Saviour,  with  all  her  heart.  Intelligent, 
well  educated,  affectionate,  energetic,  and  vivacious,  she  carried 
these  characteristics  and  attainments  into  her  religion.  And  sanc- 
tified as  they  were  by  the  grace  of  God,  they  rendered  her  a 
decided,  confiding,  and  cheerful  Christian. 

Becoming  surrounded  by  a numerous  family,  she  devoted  herself 
to  their  religious  education.  She  made  her  home  the  Sabbath- 
School,  and  her  own  offspring  the  class ; and  in  this  domestic 
sphere  of  usefulness  found  her  chief  employment  and  happiness. 
Taking  a deep  interest  in  Sabbath-Schools,  in  the  missionary 
movements  of  the  Church,  in  the  care  of  the  poor  and  afflicted, 
whom  she  liberally  helped  with  her  means,  though  without  osten- 
tation, she  desired,  from  principle,  to  do  her  part,  in  extending  the 
kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ.  Punctual  and  exemplary  in  attending 
to  the  ordinances  of  religion,  and  fond  of  conversations  with  her 
husband  on  subjects  of  experimental  godliness,  she  was  thus  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  sudden  call  of  death.  During  the  whole  of  the 
illness,  which  proved  to  be  her  last,  she  experienced  great  pain, 
which  she  bore  with  uncomplaining  fortitude.  She  was  often  seen 
to  be  mentally  engaged  in  prayer,  and  had  no  undue  alarm  in 
regard  to  the  future  world.  And  thus  she  passed  away,  beloved, 
lamented,  and  leaving  a void  in  her  family,  and  in  the  Church  of 
God,  which  it  will  not  be  easy  to  supply.  The  infant,  from  which 
she  was  separated  but  a few  days,  has  followed  her  to  the  world  of 
spirits.  One  of  her  last  appearances  in  the  sanctuary  was,  to 
present  it  to  God  in  baptism,  while  she  renewed,  in  company  with 
her  husband,  the  profession  of  her  own  faith,  and  now  they  are 
reunited  in  the  land  where  there  is  no  more  death. 

She  died  in  the  33d  year  of  her  age. 
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